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On March 12, 2023, at 
3:03 p.m., the Douglas Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Offi ce received a 
911 call from Trista Stamness 
who reported a single vehicle 
snowmobile accident located 
on the north end of Lake Ida. 
Stamness reported a passenger 
on the snowmobile was injured. 
Deputies and fi rst responders 
responded to the scene and 
located the victim about 200 
yards from the shoreline. A 
juvenile male was operating a 
2009 Arctic Cat two-up snow-
mobile with a passenger iden-

Sen. Westrom

Todd County’s Fifth District Commissioner Randy Neumann addressed the
crowd gathered at the Osakis Community Center. Neumann was one of many
public offi cials who spoke at a 2nd Amendment forum last week. 

Westrom / 7AA large crowd gathered for the publc hearing.
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Jason C. Brown, 
Publisher/Editor

Citizens concerned about the 
whittling away of their Second 
Amendment rights gathered en 
masse at the Osakis Community 
Center Saturday to learn about 
a number of pieces of legislation 
aimed at restricting their rights as 
gun owners. 

Numerous elected offi cials in-
cluding Rep. Mike Wiener, Rep. 
Mary Franson, Todd County Sher-
iff Mike Allen, Rep. Tom Murphy 
and others were present to discuss 
the ins and outs of these proposed 
restrictions. 

Front and center were several 
pieces of legislation including HF 
14/SF 116; HF 15/SF 1117; HF 
396/SF 916; HF 601/SF 606 and 
SF 1723. 

According to handouts present-
ed at the meeting, HF 14/SF 116 
involves universal background 
checks. These bills would require a 
criminal background check for fi re-
arms transfers and would modify 
the grounds for disqualifi cation of 
a transferee permit. 

HF 15/SF 1117 would be Min-
nesota’s version of a “red fl ag” 
law. This would enable individuals 
and law enforcement to petition 
a court to prohibit people from 
possessing fi rearms if they pose a 
signifi cant danger to themselves or 
others by possessing a fi rearm. 

HF 396/SF 916 would establish 
safe storage requirements. The law 
would require the separate storage 
of fi rearms and ammunition. Ad-
ditionally, the law would require a 

tifi ed as Torrey Westrom. The
snowmobile struck a packed
snowdrift on the lake causing

Jeremy Pedersen
Staff Writer

On Monday, March 13, 
about 50-60 residents that in-
clude those who live on or near 
Lake Street fi lled the Commu-
nity Center to express their con-
cerns to a proposed trail system 
on Lake Street from 2nd Ave 
to the town’s beach.  Residents 
primarily wondered if the city 
and its consultant “put the cart 
before the horse” in proposing 
a trail while also expressing con-

Plan / 10A

Guns / 11A
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• Liquid Manure 
Handling

• Solid Manure 
Handling
• Trucking

• Pushing & 
Packing

D&H Field Services, Inc.
Darrin Herickhoff

Osakis  |  320-760-0848

www.dhfieldservices.comwww.dhfieldservices.com

PO Box 81 • 300 E. 7th Street, Browerville, MN 56438
320.594.2242

Julie (Forbregd) Stern
MN Licensed 

Mortician/Owner

N 5 38643385564656 338856436

Caring for you and your 
family as we would our own

Serving Todd County and 
beyond, with At-Need, Pre-Need, 
Monuments/Markers, Traditional 

Burial, Cremation and 
Celebrations of Life Services

M24CM24CM24CC

St. John’s Lutheran St. John’s Lutheran 
ChurchChurch

341 Commercial Ave., 
Villard, MN 56385

Redeemer Lutheran Redeemer Lutheran 
ChurchChurch

418 3rd Ave. W.
Osakis, MN 56360

Trinity Lutheran Trinity Lutheran 
ChurchChurch

20129 County Road 39
Glenwood, MN 56385

April 9April 9
Easter Sunday

with Holy
Communion

9 a.m.

Redeemer  • OsakisRedeemer  • Osakis
* Tuesday, April 4 • Maundy ‘Tuesday’ 

with Holy Communion |  7 p.m.
* Saturday, April 8 • Easter Vigil with 

Candlelight, Anointing Oil and Holy 
Communion | 7 p.m.

St. John’s  • VillardSt. John’s  • Villard
* April 6 Maundy Thursday with Holy 

Communion | 7 p.m.
* April 7 Good Friday | 7 p.m.

* April 9 Easter Sunday with Holy 
Communion | 10:30 a.m.

Trinity • Grove LakeTrinity • Grove Lake
* * April 9 Easter Sunday with Holy April 9 Easter Sunday with Holy 

Communion | 9 a.m.Communion | 9 a.m.
* April 6 Maundy Thursday with Holy 

Communion | 5:30 p.m.
* April 7 Good Friday | 5:30 p.m.

·

·

JEFF LARSON
OSAKIS

SEPTEMBER 30, 1951 -
MARCH 13, 2023

 Jeff Larson of Osakis, 
Minnesota, passed away 
peacefully on Monday, March 
13, 2023.
 Jeffrey Allan Larson was 
born to Gayle Morris Larson 
and Gayle Theresa Larson 
of Minneapolis, Minnesota 
on September 30, 1951. He 
attended school in Minneapolis 
and after high school he was 
united in marriage to Deborah 
Ringstrom. Together they had 
two children, daughter, Lisa, 

born December 7, 1974 and 
son, Ryan, born June 17, 1977. 
Jeff worked for years at Clinchon 
Corners in Minneapolis until 
the family relocated to Osakis, 
Minnesota in 1986 where they 
purchased a home on the north 
end of the lake.
 Jeff worked for Rollie’s 
Sales and Service in Osakis 
until 1993 when he began his 
own business known as Allied 
Petroleum. He continued to 
operate the business until his 
retirement in 2012.
 In 2000, Jeff married Shanda 
Kapaun and they remained at 
the home on Lake Osakis until 
his death. 
 Jeff loved fi shing, hunting, and 
spending time with his children, 
step-children, grandchildren and 
great grandchildren. He will be 
truly and deeply missed for his 
kindness and his quiet humor. 
If you were blessed to have Jeff 
for a friend in his lifetime you 
should know that he genuinely 
valued having you in his life.
 Jeff was preceded in death by 
his parents. 
 He is survived by his wife, 
Shanda; daughter, Lisa (Derek) 
West of Ramsey; son, Ryan 

(Joy) Larson of Osakis; step-
daughter, Carey (Joe) Hiebel 
of Nelson; step-son, Joshua 
(Mandy) Kapaun of Osakis; 
grandchildren, Breanna 
Larson, Gage Larson, Taylor 
Larson, Thomas West, Maya 
West, Jacey Larson, Austin 
West and Everette West; step-
grandchildren, Makayla Radtke, 
Jaidah Kapaun, Garek Radtke, 
Madelyn Kapaun, Eithen 
Hiebel, Josiah Kapaun and 
Maddux Kapaun; fi ve great 
grandchildren, sisters, Kathy 
Larson of Circle Pines, and 
Judy Baggenstoss of Blaine; and 
niece, Toni Baggenstoss.
 A celebration of Jeff’s life will 
take place in the summer of 
2023.

M24C

RENEE F. 
MUEHLENHARDT, 62

WEST UNION
OCTOBER 15, 1960 -

MARCH 15, 2023
 Renee F. Muehlenhardt, 
age 62 of West Union, passed 
away peacefully on Wednesday, 
March 15, 2023 at the Galeon 
Nursing Home in Osakis, 
Minnesota.
 A Celebration of Life was 
held Saturday, March 18 at the 
Osakis VFW. A prayer service 

was held with Mike Buffi ngton 
offi ciating.
 Renee Frances Muehlenhardt 
was born October 15, 1960, 
in Baudette, Minnesota to 
Irvin and Frances (Belanger) 
Davidson. She graduated from 
Lake of the Woods High School 
in 1979 and continued to get 
her LPN from Rainy River 
Community College in May of 
1992. Renee worked at Pioneer 
Nursing Home in Baudette, 
now known as Lake Wood Care 
Center for 27 years. Renee 
met the love of her life, Troy, 
in 2003 while he drove her 
around as a designated driver. 
Renee moved to West Union 
in 2005 and soon they both 
decided they liked each other 
and on November 3, 2006, 
they were married in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. It was small intimate 
ceremony with just the two of 
them.
 In 2005, she began working 
at CentraCare in Melrose for 
many years and then spent the 
rest of her nursing career at the 
Galeon where she retired in 
2022 with a total of 45 years in 
the nursing fi eld.
 They enjoyed many 
adventures together, traveling, 
playing Bingo, casino trips, going 
to concerts especially We Fest, 
taking motorcycle rides, and 
road trips in Renee’s Mustang 
convertible. Renee also enjoyed 
cross stitching, crocheting, 
mowing the lawn, hunting, and 
fi shing on Red Lake; walleye 
was her favorite food.
 Survivors include her 
husband, Troy Muehlenhardt of 
West Union; brothers, Donnie, 
Ronnie, Tom, Tim, Herbie, and 
Daryl Davidson; and many 
nephews, nieces, cousins, and 
friends.
 Renee was preceded in death 
by her parents, Irvin and Frances 
Davidson; brother and sister-in-
law, Larry and Irene Davidson; 
brother, David Davidson; niece, 
Trudy; and great niece, Baleigh 
Rose.
 A special thank you to Troy 
and Renee’s good friends, Jim 
and Anne Nathe for all the 
love and support they gave 
throughout the years. A big 
thank you to the Galeon staff 
and CentraCare Hospice, 
especially Kayla, for the 
compassionate care they gave 
Renee throughout her journey.
 Arrangements were made 
with Patton-Schad Funeral and 
Cremation Services of Sauk 
Centre.

M24C

KEN POMERLEAU, 81
OSAKIS

JUNE 4, 1941 -
FEBRUARY 27, 2023

 Ken Pomerleau passed away 
Monday, February 27, at the 
Galeon nursing home at the age 
of 81. He was born June 4, 1941, 
to Gilbert and Bernice (Patnode) 
Pomerleau in Minneapolis, MN. 
Graduated from DeLaSalle 
High School in 1959 and the 
Academy of Accountancy after 
a two-year program. Married Pat 
Belski in 1964. After moving to 
several states with his accounting 
job, they purchased Deluxe Oil 
in Osakis in 1974 where they 
worked until retirement.
 He volunteered his time to 
the community by serving on 
the Osakis Fire Department 
for 22 years, including as chief 
and assistant chief, was an EMT 
with the ambulance service for 
13 years, and eight years on the 
Osakis School Board.
 His hobbies included golf, 
hunting and fi shing. Health 
issues after retirement prevented 
travelling, but earlier he enjoyed 
an Alaska cruise, a Hawaii 
vacation, plus winter breaks in 
Palm Desert CA for fi ve years.
 Survived by wife Pat; sons, 
Mike (Norma), Mark and 
Steve (Carrie); brother AI 
(Renee); sister-in-law Cathy; 
grandchildren, Jessica (Mike) 
and Branden (Molly); great 
grandchildren, Travis, Annabelle, 
and Hunter; several nieces, 
nephews and cousins.
 Preceded in death by parents; 
and brother, Dennis.

M24C

RONALD F. BOYS, 82
OSAKIS

MARCH 18, 2023
 Ronald F. Boys, age 82, of 
Osakis died on Saturday, March 
18, 2023, at the Galeon in Osakis.  
A Memorial Service will be held at 
a later date.
 Arrangements are with the Roy-
Hetland Funeral Home in Osakis. 
www.royhetland.com
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In Review...

40 East Main St. • Osakis
320.859.7467

FULL MENU AVAILABLE DAILY
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY AT 11 AM

Sunday  11am-10pm
Mon. & Tues.  CLOSED

Wed. & Thurs.  11am-10pm
                       Fri. & Sat.  11-1am

  
PHOTO WITH THE Easter BunnySaturday, April 8

11 am-3 pm

KITCHEN 
PREP 

& SERVERS 

Franson / 7A

 9:00 AM

Long Prairie 
Consignment Auction

LOCATION 23374 Co Rd #48 Long Prairie, MN 56347.
4 Miles South Of Long Prairie On US Hwy #71

Long Prairie 
Consignm

TO CONSIGN PLEASE CALL:  
Mark Ziemer - 320-354-4312, Brian Ziemer - 320-354-5308, Terry Hilbrands - 239-777-3120

Bid Live Onsite & Live Online!

Taking Consignments Of - Tractors, Machinery, 
Trailers, Trucks, Hay, Straw, Farm Misc (No Tires)

Taking Complete Lines, Partial Lines, Or 
Individual Pc’s Of Equipment. 

We will begin taking your items Thru 
Wednesday   9:00am - 5:00pm

We Will Be Having Live Onsite And Live Online Bidding At 
www.ziemerauctions.com

Advertising Deadline: To Take Advantage Of Our Extensive 
Advertising Program, Please Have Your Items Consigned By Friday, April 7th

M
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M
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From the House
Rep. Mary Franson

District 12B

M24C

‘Words That Last’ Presentation‘Words That Last’ Presentation
Guidance to sharing your greatest gift  Guidance to sharing your greatest gift  

Your LegacyYour Legacy
Wednesday, April 12, 2023 • 7 p.m. 

Immaculate Conception Church, Osakis
Hosted by: Bill Marsella  

This event is sponsored by:  Osakis Christian Mothers 
and St. Michael’s Council Knights of Columbus 

A 30 minute presentation will be held to answer 
questions about writing Ethical Wills and to provide insight 

for anyone interested in learning how to 
leave a Legacy Letter for their family. 

Sign-up forms for attending a Legacy workshop 
hosted by Bill will be available.

M
24C

GUN SHOW
FERGUS FALLS

NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY

October 13-14
Saturday 9-5, Sunday 9-3
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

For more information contact
James or Lori Neigel 218-736-2133

Admission $5, 
children under 12 free with adult

BUY~SELL~TRADE

February 20 & 21, 2021
FERGUS FALLS 

NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY

SAUK CENTRE
CIVIC ICE ARENA
April 2-3, 2022
Saturday 9-5, Sunday 9-3

Sauk Centre 
Civic Ice Arena

April 1 & 2

laundered as a part of Feeding 
Our Future, and the U.S. Attor-
ney, Andrew Luger, says more 
indictments are to be expected.

Even though we are halfway 
through session, Democrats 
have still not passed any legisla-
tion that would close the gaps at 
the Departments of Education 
or Human Services to prevent 
future fraud from occurring. 
The Democrat majority has 
failed to provide any account-
ability for taxpayer funding. It 
is the duty of government to 
be a good steward of Minneso-
tans’ tax dollars, but our Demo-
crat-controlled state is seeming-
ly failing at every turn.

SWLRT Audit Report
On Wednesday, the Legis-

lative Auditor released their 

Dear Friends,
Yesterday I presented a bill in 

the Pensions Committee that 
was brought to be by a con-
stituent. HF 217 will support 
our volunteer fi refi ghters. I tru-
ly represent the best, and it is 
wonderful when my conversa-
tions with constituents translate 
to new legislation in St. Paul!

Calls to Remove Portrait of 
Lincoln from the House Cham-
ber

This week, calls were once 
again made to remove the 
beautiful portrait of President 
Abraham Lincoln that proudly 
hangs above the Speaker’s ros-
trum in the House Chamber.

Lincoln was one of the great-
est presidents in our nation’s 
history. He ended slavery and 
kept our precious union togeth-
er when we were bitterly divid-
ed. It is shocking that people 
continue to call for his portrait 
to be removed from the House 
Chamber. During a time when 
Americans seem more divided 
than ever, all representatives 
should try emulating President 
Lincoln’s devotion in bringing 
people together to form a more 
perfect union.

More Feeding Our Future In-
dictments

Ten more people were 
charged this week related to 

the Feeding Our Future scan-
dal. According to the Star Tri-
bune, $66.6 million in property 
has been seized, including an 
airplane purchased by one of 
those charged. It is thought up-
wards of $250 million has been 

25 Years ago
March 1998
For the fi rst time in histo-

ry an Osakis High School girls 
basketball team will be com-
peting in the State High School 
Tournament.  The Silverstreaks 
beat Ashby 61-56 to win the 
Section 5A Championship and 
will travel to Brainerd to play 
MacGregor H.S.   The winner of 
that game will go on to the Uni-
versity of Minnesota Williams 
Arena for the championship 
games.  The Osakis girls, under 
fi rst-year head coach Pat Kalpin, 
had been rated all season and 
ended up seventh in the fi nal 

rankings.  
A new 1998 Fire Rescue truck

has been ordered.  Luverne Fire 
Apparatus was the low bidder 
at $178,524 with optional de-
ducts of $16,773 for a total pur-
chase price of $161,751.  

The Osakis Chamber of 
Commerce is running a new 
promotion this year with Rose
Days on March 26.    Red, short
stemmed roses will be available 
at Sikaso Greenhouse and Gifts
and preorders must be made by
March 17.    Funds realized will 
be used for Chamber commu-

Review / 6A
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Construction & Maintenance LLC

Osakis • 320-760-1905
General Contractor Specializing in Concrete, 

Excavating & Project Managment #BC735952

4001 State Hwy. 27  |  Osakis  |  320-859-2146

Growing with the Community we Serve...for over a Century!

AGRONOMY, FEED & MILK SERVICES
IN ADDITION TO LIVESTOCK SUPPLIES, 

DAIRY & MEAT PRODUCTS

LOCALLY 
OWNED & 

OPERATED

Providing Service 
Since 1909

osakiscreameryassociation.com

I n su rance
 RON KLUKKENRO

FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS

225 Central Ave. • Osakis
ronklukken@yahoo.com

320-859-5531320-859-5531

Sam Converse
320-859-2124

jacksautobody@arvig.net
100 West Main St. 

Osakis

Hours: 
Monday-Friday 

8 am-5 pm

Assessments / 10A

320-808-4442320-808-4442
LOCATED IN OSAKIS MN

Call, Text or Email Shane

smktreeservice88@gmail.com
smktreeservice.net

• TREE REMOVAL • TREE TRIMMING 
• STUMP REMOVAL

Fully Insured • Free Estimates
Great Clean Up • Fast Response

Land Clearing Available
“Your yard or project will look 
amazing after we are  nished ”

�������������	�
	����
	��������

Michael 

H. Collins 

DDS, PA

121 7th Ave E

Alexandria, MN 56308

(320) 763-5133

Offering Services of:
• General Dentistry • Teeth Whitening

• Crowns • Periodontal Exams • Dentures 

• Preventative Care • Sealants

• Root Canal Treatment • Fillings

• Tooth Extractions • Bonding

• Porcelain Veneers • Dental Implants

M
24-A
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Vaccination Clinic
A vaccination clinic will be held on April 19th from 
6-8 p.m. at the Ed Pollard Community Center at 

20 Nokomis St. West, Osakis.  
Even if your dog does not need a vaccination, you 

can still come and get your annual 
dog license that night.  

Rabies $20, Distemper $25, Lyme $30, 
Distemper/Parvo/Lepto $30, Bordetella $20, 

Feline CVR-C $20, Feline Leukemia $30.

M
24-A

14C

Osakis Dog License & Ordinance
All dogs are required to be licensed annually by May 1st 
and must have a current rabies vaccination on file with 
the city.  Dog owners are asked to keep their dogs from 

running at large and barking habitually day or night.  
There will be a Dog Clinic on April 19th from 6-8 p.m. at 

the Ed Pollard Community Center, where you can get any 
vaccinations needed and also the annual license for the 
dog. A male license is $15.00, spayed female $15.00, and 

non-spayed female is $20.00  

There is $100.00 fine for violation of this ordinance. 
(Ordinance #93.21 & 93.22)

M
24C

Easter
Join us 
for

Breakfast
Sunday, April 9
7:45 to 8:45 a.m.7:45 to 8:45 a.m.

Invite a friend!
9 a.m. Worship 

Service to Follow 

16307 141st Ave. 16307 141st Ave. 
Osakis, MN 56360Osakis, MN 56360

trend adjustment.”  
Those are the fi ndings the 

Douglas County Assessor shared 
with the Osakis City Council in 
preparation for the ““Local Board 
of Appeal and Equalization” for 
Osakis City residents on April 11, 
2023.

Residential Sales and 
Assessments in Osakis

In a follow-up phone interview 
with Stacy Honkomp, Douglas 
County Assessor, the County cal-
culates assessments by fi rst look-
ing at “good” real estate sales from 
October 2021 until September 
30, 2022.  She stated that this 
would eliminate new construction 

Assessor Honkomp did express 
some frustrations with some of 
these “time trend adjustment” 
fi ndings given by the State Depart-
ment of Revenue.  She noted that 
the state “does a lot more digging 
into the numbers” than in prior 
years, and then the “state knocks 
you down” with the “time trend 
adjustments,” resulting in higher 
assessments.  “It is really frustrat-
ing,” she said.  

Building Costs Increases
Second, besides land value 

changes, higher building costs will 
affect the assessment. According to 
the letter presented to City Coun-
cil members, Residential rates for 
replacement cost increased 5% 
county wide.  The letter also stat-
ed that pole sheds increased 10%, 
Commercial properties increased 
10%, and “industrial manufactur-
ing, warehouse (ministorage), and 
utility buildings” increase 10%.  

Agricultural Values
Third, for agricultural lands, the 

county had twenty-fi ve “good” 
agricultural sales in the county 
with a “median” ratio of 79.59%. 
This met that on a hypothetical 
$300,000 “median” agricultural 
property, the county underesti-
mated its value by over $75,000. 

Further, the state expects 

this, Assessor Honkomp noted 
that their current assessment of 
Osakis City properties therefore 
mostly refl ects the market sales 
value.  “Sales in Osakis are pretty 
steady,” she said.  

However, after they calculate 
this ratio, “the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Revenue then applies a 
time trend adjustment to this ra-
tio.”  The letter notes that this ad-
justs sales prices that accounts “for 
changes in market value since the 
sale occurred,” as it levels out sale 
values to the same date.

Therefore, the “adjusted me-
dian ratio” for the City of Osakis 
is 93.4%, which would suggest 
that, in Osakis market value of 
any property is slightly more than 
its assessed value.  Therefore, to 
accommodate the difference, res-
idential assessments will go up 
slightly.  

sales, bank sales, sales to family 
members, and others that would 
infl uence its selling value.   

Then, they divide the assessed 
value of these “good sale” prop-
erties by its selling price to come 
up with a ratio.  For example, if 
the assessor valued a house for 
$100,000 and it has a “good sale” 
for $110,000, it would have a ratio 
of 90.9%.  

Then, they rank the ratios and 
take the “median” ratio as a fi g-
ure they report to the state which 
“requires the assessor to have a 
median ratio between 90% and 
105%.” Assessor Honkomp high-
lighted that “we do not even cal-
culate the average.” 

Therefore, in the letter to Osakis 
City Council members, they had 
“fi fteen good residential/seasonal 
residential sales with a median sale 
ratio of 102.6%.”  Asked about 

Jeremy Pedersen
Staff Writer

Around March 24, Douglas 
County will send out their assess-
ment notices for 2023.  Home-
owners will notice an assessment 
increase caused by higher selling 
prices of homes and increased 
building costs of 5%.  Lakeshore 
owners on Osakis will see an as-
sessment increase due to a still-
strong demand for lake homes. 
Agricultural land assessments will 
increase signifi cantly not only be-
cause of recent sales that far ex-
ceeded assessed values, but also 
because of a state-imposed “time 
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Specializing in car, 
deckover, dump, 

enclosed,  equipment, 
tilt, utility trailers & 

accessories 
SERVICE HOURS

Mon.-Fri. 8 am-5 pm
320-732-6161

NEW STEEL & 
ALUMINUM OPEN 

AND ENCLOSED 
TRAILERS

 - Trailerman
 - H&H
 - Darkhorse
 - Haulmark
 - RC Trailers
 - RawMaxx
 - XPress
 - High Country
 - Impact

WWW.HILLIG.COM

Large Selection of 
Trailer Parts and 

Accessories

636 County 3 NE • Osakis
320-491-3347

www.centralMNdogtraining.com
copperpinesboarding.com

• PUPPY CLASSES • AGILITY 
• OBEDIENCE TRAINING

• BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION
• DETECTION

• TRACKING & BIG GAME 
RECOVERY 

320.859.8180320.859.8180
HOURS: Mon.-Tues. 4-11 pm

Wed.-Thurs. 11 am-11 pm
Fri.-Sat. 11 am-1 am • Sun. 11 am-10 pm

• APPETIZERS • BURGERS 
•SANDWICHES • WRAPS • PIZZA

ATM • Pul l TabsATM • Pul l Tabs
Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials

17 Main Street E.17 Main Street E.    
OsakisOsakis

We take pride in serving you, so let us know how can we help you today.

“True Value” is your Local Hardware Store for: 
• Tools • Paint • Lawn & Garden Supplies 

• Electrical • Weber Grills • Plumbing & More 

209 Central Avenue, Osakis
320-859-4621

Winter Hours: 
M-F 7:30am-5:30pm

Sat. 7:30am-1pm
LOCAL HANDYMAN 

SERVICE
Stop in or Call!

Let us assist you with your...
AUTO - FARM - HOME - COMMERCIAL
 CROP - HEALTH & LIFE INSURANCE

215 Central Ave •PO  Box 157 • Osakis

320-859-2165 • 877-296-6126 • Fax 320-859-3966
www.hendricksinsurancemn.com

HOURS: M-F 8 am-5 pm • Sat. 8 am-12 noon

Call to reserve our Banquet Area for your Call to reserve our Banquet Area for your 
next event. ASK FOR NICHOLnext event. ASK FOR NICHOL

Like us on Facebook Like us on Facebook 
for any updatesfor any updates

MEAT RAFFLE & 
HORSE RACING
Every Friday • 5:30 pm

Open Mon.-Fri. 3 pm-1 am • Sat. 12 pm-1 am
Sun. 12 pm-7 pm • HAPPY HOUR 3-6 Mon.-Fri.

CHECK CHECK OUT OUT 

OUR E-TABSOUR E-TABS

Charitable lic@00375

VFW Post 7902
701 E 8th Ave. • Osakis

320-859-2117

Thurs. 7 pm • Sat. & Sun. 2 pmThurs. 7 pm • Sat. & Sun. 2 pm
 SUBJECT TO CHANGE IF 

EVENTS ARE SCHEDULED

Cribbage
Monday Nights

7 p.m.

M
24

TF

Texas Hold Em 
Wednesday 

Nights
6:30p.m.

LIVE MUSIC
Melinda’s 

Concertina Band
Friday, March 31 
6:30-9:30p.m.

451 COUNTY RD. 10 • SE
OSAKIS

320-815-0411

TWO MILE TRAILER PARKTWO MILE TRAILER PARK  

The annual meeting of the 
Gordon Pleasant Hill 

Cemetery Association 
will be held on 

Tuesday, April 18, 2023 at 
7:00 p.m. on the main level 

of The Lillian Building. 
211 1st Ave. E., Osakis 

If you have loved ones 
buried at GPHC or are 

interested in grave 
plots, this is a good 

time to attend.

M
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and provide them with different 
learning opportunities beyond 
the classroom,” she said.  

She also noted that while 
fi eld trips have their own costs, 
she saw this as an opportunity 
where such a place like the Bell 
Museum “can come to us.”

From that, she sent in an 
application for a two-day visit.  
This would allow most students 
in 1st-6th grade to participate 
in the experience.  She also 
put in a scholarship request to 
cover the approximately $1500 
cost, and “to my surprise, the 
Bell Museum awarded us with 
a scholarship that paid for the 
visit in its entirety,” Thornbloom 

said.    
With that, students experi-

enced the planets in 30-minute 
sessions.    They laid on their 
backs and watched a show that 
“seemed like they were fl ying 
through our solar system and 
past our galaxy.”  They saw the 
various constellations in the 
night sky, and they saw up close 

“Students loved that it was 
so realistic and compared it to 
virtual reality games they’ve 
played,” Thornbloom said.  

Overall, Thornbloom appreci-
ated the Administration support
and the support of fellow teach-
ers to bring the ExploraDome
Planetarium to Osakis schools.  
“It was great to go beyond our 
earth, and solar system, past our
galaxy, and look at our universe
(all within 30 minutes)!” she 
said.

One student summed up its
impact best: “This makes me
want to be an astronomer even 
more.”

all the planets.  They visited 
Mars and saw its surface, and 
they saw the ice chunks of Sat-
urn’s rings. 

Jeremy Pedersen
Staff Writer

The fi rst week of March, 
Osakis Elementary students in 
grade one through six experi-
enced the stars and the plan-
ets through the ExploraDome 
Planetarium.  “I loved zooming 
through space and it felt so 
real,” one student exclaimed.   

Coming from the Bell Mu-
seum from the University of 
Minnesota, the ExploraDome 
Planetarium allows students to 
experience the planets and the 
stars through a “live and inter-
active program.”  As highlighted 
on the web site, this unique ex-
perience “brings the universe” 
to groups across the state of 
Minnesota with a “priority to 
reach communities outside of 
the Twin Cities.”  It also meets 
specifi c Minnesota Department 
of Education Science standards.   

According to Shad Schmidt, 
elementary principal, Jessie 
Thornbloom organized this op-
portunity for the students.  In 
an email, Thornbloom noted 
that she received information 
from the Bell Museum at the 
beginning of the year.

“I was talking to some teach-
ers at the beginning of the year 
and we were discussing how 
important it is to expose our 
students to different activities 

����������	
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Big Gain Feed
NOW Available

at the Osakis 
Creamery Association

Questions please 
contact Osakis 

Creamery 320-859-2146 
or 

Oakhill Farm & Feed 
320-815-4044

NEW BOBCATS/USED SKID LOADERS

5 miles S. of Long Prairie on Hwy. 715 miles S. of Long Prairie on Hwy. 71

New Lawn Mowers Coming in WeeklyNew Lawn Mowers Coming in Weekly

• T750 Bobcat
• S650 Bobcat
• T650 Bobcat
• 873 Bobcat
• New Tilt Bed Trailers
• (2) S590 Bobcat
• New Angle Brushes

• New Holland L553
• S595, low hours
• New Holland L228
• Used S76
• New Wacker Jumping 
  Jacks-In Stock
• New Dump Trailers

Sales • Rentals • Parts • FinancingSales • Rentals • Parts • Financing
• Attachments Service• Attachments Service

DEALERS FOR: BOBCAT, SIMPLICITY,  DEALERS FOR: BOBCAT, SIMPLICITY,  
BUFFALO TURBINE BLOWERS BUFFALO TURBINE BLOWERS 
STIHL • MidSOTA • FELLINGSTIHL • MidSOTA • FELLING

Splitter AttachmentsSplitter Attachments

Head of the Lakes Resort
15080 Gardenia Dr. - Osakis

320-859-4252 • 800-662-4253
headofthelakes@gmail.com

• Set Up Bar
• Propane 

• Bait • Cabins 
• Camping 

• Gas 
• & Much More

RESTAURANT 

You are invited 
to join us!

First Presbyterian Church
Sunday Service at 9:30 a.m. 
and Streamed on Facebook

101 West Oak St., Osakis
320-859-4550   

email: osakispc@midwestinfo.net

Review / From 3A

You are 
Invited to

Worship
Sunday Worship

10:00 a.m.
Streamed on 

Osakis 
Lutheran 
Church

310 East First Ave.
Osakis, MN 56360
320-859-2350

Email: olcsecretary@arvig.net
Osakislutheranelca.com

Stan Schultz 
Construction Inc.

451 County Road 10 SE • Osakis451 County Road 10 SE • Osakis
320-815-2086320-815-2086

General Remodeling, General Remodeling, 
Single-Family HousesSingle-Family Houses

MATTRESS CLOSEOUTS!!

Call or Text Dale at 320-227-6166Call or Text Dale at 320-227-6166

50-70% Below Retai l  Pr ices!50-70% Below Retai l  Pr ices!
FULL as Low as $115$115

QUEEN as  Low as $125$125
KING as Low as $225$225
First come first serve

In Alexandria

M
1-29C

M
10-24C

True Service Inc.
HEATING • COOLING • PLUMBING

16209 131st Ave. • Osakis

320-815-8527
trueserviceheatingandcooling@gmail.com

Bonded - Insured - Licensed

nity events.  
The 30th annual Osakis Fes-

tival is being planned.   There 
will not be a Miss Osakis pag-
eant this year due to lack of in-
terest from young women.  The 
theme for the parade will be 
“Life in Osakis” and is chaired 
by Dave Erickson.  

Evie Akervik’s Johnny Jump 
Ups were blooming on March 
2.   Evie dug some up and 
brought them to the Communi-
ty Memorial Home for residents 
to enjoy.  

Kevin and Sally Iverson were 
highlighted in their work in the 
Mexican mission fi eld.   They 
are missionaries in Palenque, 
Chiapas, Mexico.  Their mission 
is to raise up churches, train 
the nationals so they can take 
over, and they in turn raise up 
churches. They say they plan to 
serve in Mexico for at least two 

years, longer if the Lord desires.  
Todd County has a new 

state-of-the-art 911 system.   En-
hanced 911 or E911 has been 
in the works for the past year 
and a half and is now up and 
running.  

50 Years ago 
March 1973
Now that winter is over the 

merchants of Osakis will note 
the new season with a big 
Spring Opening Promotion.    
Beginning Friday, March 30, 
the stores of the village will 
remain open each Friday until 
9:00 pm.  They will continue 
the Friday night openings until 
after Christmas.  

The Mass Media Class of 
Osakis High School featured 
Clarence Omacht, Superinten-
dent of Osakis Public Schools 
for the past 25 years.  The ar-
ticle was written by Jim Larson 

and Dennis Mostad and gave 
the history of Mr. Omacht along 
with several pictures.  

The OHS Boys basketball 
team won the sub-district 22 
championship with a victory 
over Villard by 65-42.  The 
team closed the season with an 
overall record of 18 wins and 6 
defeats.  They were eliminated 
by Long Prairie in the fi rst round 
of the district tournament play.  

The Osakis City Dairy sells 
Oak Grove dairy products, 
found at your store or delivered 
to your door.    Call Ron Eldred, 
prop., for delivery.  

The fi fth annual Osakis Fes-
tival is being planned.  It will 
be co-chaired by Lil Ortendahl 
and Dennis Suedbeck, with the 
Osakis Lions Club handling the 
Festival Parade.  

75 Years ago
March 1948
Tredal’s Our Own Hardware 

is selling the latest patterns and 
colors of wall paper.  A ship-
ment of open stock, consisting 
of 40 patterns has been re-
ceived, ranging in price from 12 
cents a roll.  

Travel is More Economical 
when you go by Greyhound!   
Round Trip fare from the 
Osakis Bus Depot to Minne-
apolis is $5.00 and one way is 
only $2.76.   

The Osakis Silverstreaks, rat-
ed as one of the best teams 
in the state this year, failed to 
survive the second round of 
District 22 play at Glenwood, 
when they bowed to a team 
they had defeated twice in 
the regular season.  The Main 
Streeters from Sauk Centre de-
feated Osakis with a score of 
43 to 35.    The Main Streeters 
went on to win the district fi -
nals by defeating Alexandria 55 
to 40.    Osakis defeated Long 
Prairie in the consolation game 
67-35 to win third place in the 
district tournament.  

Some of the movies showing 
during the month of March at 
the Empress Theater are “The 
Bachelor and the Bobby Soxer” 
starring Cary Grant, Myrna Loy, 
Shirley Temple and Rudy Val-
lee; “Spring Time in the Sierras” 
starring Roy Rogers and “Where 
There’s Life” starring Bob Hope 
and Signe Hasso.     Admission 
- adults 25 cents, students 20 
cents and children always 9 
cents.  

The by-laws of the Osakis 
Hospital Association will be 
adopted at their meeting on 
March 29.     The meeting is 
open to the public and anyone 
interested in this project, that 
means so much to the commu-
nity, is welcome to attend. 

100 Years ago
March 1923
In one of the hottest elections 

ever staged in Osakis, Dr. A.J. 
Gilkinson  again was elected 
mayor of Osakis by defeating 
E.R. Ruggles by a vote of 307 to 
200.  A total of 514 votes were 
polled - probably a record for 
the village. 

Osakis defeated Long Prairie 
on their own fl oor by a score of 
20 to 13.  The Osakis quint is 
the lightest team in the state but 
has been defeated by only the 
fast Alexandria fi ve this season 
and has won a place in the dis-
trict tournament to be held in 
Sauk Centre this month.  

The Farmers’ State Bank has 
a jar in its window that is full 
to the rim with pennies.  To 
get a chance to guess on how 
many pennies are in the jar, 
you deposit $1.00 in a savings 
account and you get one guess; 
deposit $5.00 and you get two 
guesses.   Prizes are, the jar fi lled 
with with pennies to the person 
making the nearest guess as to 
the correct number of pennies 
in the jar, $3.00 will be given to 
the person making the second 
nearest guess and $2.00 will be 
given to the person making the 
third nearest guess.  All prizes 
will be added to the savings ac-
count of the winners.  

The Osakis Commercial Club 
has drawn up a letter that will 
be mailed to owners of farms 
bordering on Lake Osakis.  In 
the letter it will ask their co-op-
eration in determining just what 
can be done to maintain Lake 
Osakis at a higher level than it 
was at its low water mark last 
fall.  They want to maintain a 
uniform stage of water in the 
lake and to conserve the fi sh 
supply which is diminishing 
each year.  Places where fi sh lay 
their eggs are being destroyed 
each year due to low water lev-
els.  Maintaining a uniform state 
of water can be done by erect-
ing a dam at the Outlet, in such 
a way that excess water would 
run away much faster in spring 
and therefore allow lowlands, 
which are affected, to dry off 
much sooner.   They think a 1 
1/2 to 2 feet raise would be suf-
fi cient to accomplish this, and 
ask all property owners to write 
or call C.E. Belding, Chairman 
of the Lake Level Committee.    

Have a news tip?

Call us at 

320-732-2151

or email at

news@

osakisanchor.com
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Have a news tip?
email us at

news@
osakisanchor.com

SELF INKING, 
NOTARY, DATE, 

EMBOSSERS  
& MORE 

 
Contact the Long  

Prairie Leader for all 
your stamp needs 

320-732-2151 
21 3rd St. S. 
Long Prairie 

 
email: 

circulation@lpleader.com 

Westrom / From 1A

Osakis Lions Club supports students
The Osakis Lions Club, in partnership with Lions District 5M4, recently do-
nated school supplies to Osakis Public School and St Agnes Catholic School 
in Osakis. Lions have assembled these school supplies and hope that teach-
ers and students will fi nd them helpful over the next few months. We feel the 
youth of our community is our future and want to assist in anyway we can to 
support the schools and students. Another service that the Osakis Lions pro-
vide is in-school vision screening through our KidSight Project. We screened 
106 pre-school through second graders in Osakis in October of 2022. Thank 
you to the teachers and support staff for all that you do for our youth! Togeth-
er we can partner to help provide for them! 

Westrom to be thrown clear of 
the snowmobile. Westrom was 
complaining of upper body 
pain. The juvenile male was 
not injured. North Ambulance 
and Leaf Valley First Respond-
ers tended to Westrom on the 
lake. Westrom was transported 

by snowmobile rescue sled to a 
nearby public access and trans-
ported to Alomere Hospitalby 
North Ambulance.

Senator Westrom has since 
been released and he is at home 
recovering from his injuries and 
working from home.

Franson / From 3A
ning. They knew that it would 
have substantial cost overruns, 
ignored warnings, and went 
ahead with the project anyway. 
The Legislative Auditor recom-
mends that the Legislature “cre-
ate a framework in which the 
government entity responsible 
for light rail transition construc-
tion also bears some fi nancial 
responsibility for construction 
costs and any potential cost in-
creases.”

Once again, government is 
failing to be a good steward of 
your tax dollars. The Southwest 
Light Rail Transit project should 
be halted because the Met 
Council cannot continue to 
mismanage any more funding 
until accountability measures 
are in place.

Please Contact Me
If you ever have any ques-

tions, comments, or concerns 
regarding any issue related to 
state government, please feel 
free to contact me at either 
651-296-3201 or rep.mary.fran-
son@house.mn. I would love to 
hear from you.

It’s an honor to represent the 
best!

newest report: “Southwest 
Light Rail Transit Construction: 
Metropolitan Council Decision 
Making.” The Legislative Audi-
tor found that the Southwest 
Light Rail Project (SWLRT) 
project has been grossly mis-
managed and that the Metro-
politan Council is not being 
an effective steward of public 
funds. They also reported the 
Met Council was not fully co-
operative with the Audit pro-
cess and was not forthcoming 
with either the legislature or the 
public. Some key fi ndings from 
the report include:

•“The Metropolitan Council 
obligated itself to spend more 
money on Southwest LRT than 
the funds committed to the 
project.”

•“The Council did not hold its 
civil construction contractor ac-
countable for failures to provide 
an acceptable project schedule.”

•“The Council has also not 
been fully transparent about 
the project’s delays and cost in-
creases.”

The Auditor’s report reveals 
the Metropolitan Council has 
misled the public and the leg-
islature from nearly the begin-

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer!

EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA). Different offers may apply for eligible multi-dwelling unit and telco customers. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. All offers, programming, promotions, pricing, terms, restrictions & conditions subject 

to change & may be modified, discontinued, or terminated at any time without notice. Some offers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Service available only in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I). Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. SAVE $10 PER MO. OFF FIRST YEAR PRICE: Offer ends 1/21/23. New approved residential customers only. Customer must activate service and account must remain in good standing to receive all 12 $10 bill credits. 

You will lose this offer and/or any portion of this offer if you cancel your service. LIMIT ONE OFFER PER DIRECTV ACCOUNT. May be combined with other promotional offers on same services. Requires purchase of qualifying DIRECTV package with a 24-Month agreement. All included Package price includes: All Included TV Pkg, monthly service & equipment fees for one (1) Genie HD DVR, and standard pro installation. Additional Fees & Taxes: Price excludes Regional Sports 

Fee of up to $11.99/mo. (which is extra & applies to CHOICE and higher Pkgs.), applicable use tax expense surcharge on retail value of installation, custom installation, equipment upgrades/add-ons (min. $99 one-time & $7/mo. monthly fees for each extra receiver/DIRECTV Ready TV/Device), and certain other add’l fees & charges. See directv.com/directv-fees for additional details. Package pricing for first year with AutoPay, Paperless Bill Discount and 

Extra $5/mo. promotional discount (excludes additional fees and taxes): $69.99/mo. for ENTERTAINMENT All Included. Prices are subject to change. Second year pricing will be the then-prevailing rate. Package price (excluding any discounts and additional fees and taxes) is currently $107/mo. for ENTERTAINMENT All Included.$5/MO. AUTOPAY AND PAPERLESS BILL DISCOUNT: Must enroll in autopay & paperless bill within 30 days of TV activation to receive bill 

credit starting in 1-3 bill cycles (pay $5 more/mo. until discount begins). Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue credits. PREMIUM CHANNELS OFFER: Auto-renews at the then-prevailing rates (currently $14.99/mo. for HBO Max, $10.99/mo. each for Cinemax, SHOWTIME and STARZ and $5.99/mo. for EPIX), until you cancel by logging into your account at directv.com/signin or calling 844.916.0673. Requires account to stay in good standing. If you cancel your 

service, you will no longer be eligible for this offer. Offer subject to change & may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. HBO Max: Access HBO Max through HBO Max app or hbomax.com with your DIRECTV log-in credentials. Visit directv.com to verify/create your account. Use of HBO Max is subject to its own terms and conditions, see hbomax.com/terms-of-use for details. Programming and content subj. to change. Upon cancellation of your video service 

you may lose access to HBO Max. Limits: Access to one HBO Max account per DIRECTV account holder. May not be stackable w/other offers, credits or discounts. To learn more, visit directv.com/hbomax. HBO MAX is used under license. If you maintain a qualifying AT&T service that includes HBO Max access, you will continue to receive HBO channels and HBO On Demand on your DIRECTV service with your HBO Max account at no extra charge. Cinemax and related channels and service marks are the 

property of Home Box Office, Inc. Starz and related channels and service marks are the property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Visit starz.com for airdates/times. EPIX is a registered trademark of EPIX Entertainment LLC. ©2022 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

866-623-0774
IV Support Holdings

GET TODAY

Offer ends 1/21/23. New approved residential customers only. Offers may be discontinued at any time. See below for details.

SAVE AN ADDITIONAL

$120
OVER YOUR FIRST YEAR

• HBO MAXTM, SHOWTIME®, 
STARZ®, EPIX® AND 
CINEMAX® INCLUDED FOR 
FIRST 3 MONTHS**
HBO Max, Cinemax, SHOWTIME, STARZ, and EPIX auto renew after 3 months at then prevailing 

artes (currently $14.99/mo. for HBO Max, $10.99/mo. each for Cinemax, SHOWTIME and STARZ 

and $5.99/mo. for EPIX), unless you call to change or cancel. Req’s you to select offers. Offer 

subject to change & may be modified or discontinued at any mti e without notice. See offer 

details below.

WATCH THE HBO ORIGINAL HOUSE OF THE 
DRAGON ON HBO MAX WITH DIRECTV

THE DIRECTV APP IS AVAILABLE TO ALL DIRECTV 
CUSTOMERS AT NO ADDITIONAL COST

w/ 24 mo. agmt. 2nd year price currently $102/mo. + tax & fees.Price subj. to change. 

$6499
MO.
+ tax & fees for first year

ENTERTAINMENT ™ PACKAGE
160+ Channels

$7499
MO.

*

Offer ends 1/21/23. Offer price includes limited-time savings of $10/mo. All prices 

include $5 Autopay & Paperless Bill discount, which may take 1-3 bill cycles to begin 

(pay $5 more per month until discount begins). New approved residential customers 

only. Offers may be discontinued at any time. See below for details.
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SAUK CENTRE • LONG PRAIRIE • PELICAN RAPIDS
320-352-5211 • 320-732-2133 • 218-863-6688

www.mn-bank.bank

Kelly 
Samuelson

NMLS#1447790
(320) 357-7093 

Contact a decision maker directly to get started!Contact a decision maker directly to get started!

Spend more time Spend more time 
togethertogether  with with 

the recreational the recreational 
toy you’ve toy you’ve 

always been always been 
wanting!wanting!

Zac Van 
Beck

NMLS#2419874
(320) 357-7101

A beautiful setting 
for your event!

• Wedding Receptions 
• Groom’s Dinners

• Business Meetings 
• Graduation Parties 

• Birthdays
• Anniversaries 

• Golf Events
Call Soon to reserve your date 320-732-3312

Visit our website at: www.longprairiecountryclub.com  
email: longprairiecc@outlook.com

Long Prairie Country ClubLong Prairie Country Club

SEATING FOR UP TO 125 PEOPLESEATING FOR UP TO 125 PEOPLE
Bar Service Available All YearBar Service Available All Year

Protect your happily ever after
With a new life together comes many 

changes, including your insurance needs. 

Contact our office for a review to 
eliminate any overlap and to see where 
you can save money on your insurance. 

ST. CLOUDST. CLOUD
3801 3rd St. N.
(320) 252-6650
(800) 334-6650

LONG PRAIRIELONG PRAIRIE
9 Central Ave.
(320) 732-6611

SAUK CENTRESAUK CENTRE
864 Main St. S.
(320) 352-6200
(800) 224-6671

PIERZPIERZ
205 Main St. N.
(320) 468-8000

HOLDINGFORDHOLDINGFORD
580 Main St.

(320) 746-2938
ALBANYALBANY

140 5th St.
(320) 845-4020

MELROSEMELROSE
6 3rd Ave. NE
(320) 256-3611 

 Case Discounts • Kegs • And More

RIVERSIDE LIQUORRIVERSIDE LIQUOR
11 Lake Street N., Long Prairie 320-732-2626
HOURS: MONDAY-SATURDAY 8 AM-10 PM

FOR ALL YOUR FOR ALL YOUR 
WEDDINGWEDDING  AND SPECIAL AND SPECIAL 

OCCASION NEEDSOCCASION NEEDS::

High End Champagnes on hand!
Moet & Perrier-Jouet

Adler Ranch
Alexandria

320-760-8314 
For the moment you want to 

make time stand still.
www.adlerranch.com

info@adlerranch.com
@adlerranch on Facebook and IG

Hours: Mon.-Friday
9 am-5:30 pm • Sat. 9 am-5 pm

320-762-0309
diekmansjewelry.com

CASH 
DISCOUNT

Large Selection of Men & Women’s 

Engagement & Wedding Bands

111 6th Ave. W.
Alexandria, MN 56308

Downtown AlexandriaDowntown Alexandria

Ona’s Alterations
Don’t let the most important day of your life Don’t let the most important day of your life 

be an uncomfortable one...be an uncomfortable one...
Let me help make your dress fit perfect!Let me help make your dress fit perfect!

Ona Reinbold - Owner
13 2nd St. N. • Long Prairie, MN 56347

Store: 320-732-3944 • Home: 320-732-3924
Cell: 320-760-6540

520 Broadway, Alexandria
320-762-5163 • jackieJs@rea-alp.com

Perfect Moments..
        Perfect Dress..

Your Bridal Shopping Head Quarters!
Jackie J’s Bridal and Formal Wear carries many designer dresses so 
your options are limitless! All gowns are at or below all Online 
prices! Check out our designer list and start shopping today!

520 B d AAAAlexlexlexexexl xe andandandandandandandandandandandandndndriariaririariairiariariariaaia

OVER 500 Gowns in Store Best 
Selection of Suits or Tuxedos

M
22C

Remember Us When Planning 
Your Special Day!

Over 30 Colors of Table Covers, Napkins
Plates, Silverware, Crystal Ware, Cups & Doilies

WE HAVE A LARGE SUPPLY OF 
DECORATIONS FOR WEDDINGS AND 

OTHER SPECIAL OCCASIONS.

Restaurant Supplies, Paper Products, 
Wine & Beer Making Supplies

Central Lakes Restaurant Supply
Open to the public • Located at 1228 N. Nokomis in Alexandria

800-450-8435

Wedding Day Tipping Guidelines
		 Vendors may be in the 
background during a wedding, 
but the roles they play are vital 
to making ceremonies and re-
ceptions memorable for couples 
and their guests. It’s customary 
to tip wedding vendors who 
provide great service. The wed-
ding experts at The Knot note 
that the following guidelines 
can help couples determine how 
much to tip the unsung heroes 
who make their weddings so 
memorable.
		 Photographer/videog-
rapher: Photographers and vid-
eographers are unique among 
wedding vendors because their 

work will be looked at for decades 
to come. The Knot notes that it’s 
not necessary to tip wedding pho-
tographers and videographers who 

own their own studios. Their fees are all the compensation they need. 
However, many photographers and videographers do not own their 
own studios, and the efforts of such professionals are worthy of a lit-
tle something extra at the end of the night. The Knot notes that a tip 
between $50 and $200 is standard for these professionals, and that tip 
can be given at the end of the reception.
	 Reception staff: The reception staff works as hard as anyone 
during the wedding, and those efforts merit a good tip. Many recep-
tion venues include gratuities in their food and drink fees, and cou-
ples can check to see if they have already tipped staff and if they think 
the mandatory gratuity is sufficient. A tip between 15 and 20 percent 
of the food and drink fee is standard. Maître d’ fees also may be built 
into the wedding contract. If not, a tip between $200 and $300 is stan-
dard and can be delivered at the end of the night.
	 Band/DJ: Music features prominently at many wedding recep-
tions. Bands and/or DJs can set the tone for a fun night couples and 
their guests will remember for years to come. Tipping musicians is 
optional, but it’s the norm to do so when they provide exceptional 

service. Couples who have a band playing can tip between $25 and $35 
per musician, while DJs generally receive a tip between $50 and $150.
	 Drivers: Many transportation firms also include gratuities in their 
contracts, so couples should check to see if they’ve already tipped limo 
or bus drivers before paying them a little extra. If the tip is not included 
and the drivers arrive on time and get guests to the wedding on time, 
then a tip that’s between 15 and 20 percent of the total bill is standard.
	 Delivery personnel: Individuals who deliver items like cakes and 
flowers are typically given a gratuity upon delivery. A tip between $5 and 
$10 per person is standard, though individuals who deliver items like 
tables, chairs and portable restroom facilities and then set those items 
up may be deserving of a little extra.  
	 Officiants: Officiants who are affiliated with a church or synagogue 
where the ceremony will take place are not typically given a gratuity. 
However, The Knot notes that a donation to the place of worship be-
tween $100 and $500 is standard. Couples who still want to give the offi-
ciant a little extra can tip between $50 and $100. Independent officiants 
who receive fees directly from the couple need not be tipped.
	 These figures can serve as guidelines, but couples also can give a little 
extra if they feel their vendors have gone above and beyond.

These guidelines can help couples 
determine how much to tip the 
unsung heroes who make their 

weddings so memorable.

Did you know?
	 The vibrant colors of spring make this 

season often associated with rebirth an 
ideal time for amateur and professional 
photographers to ply their trades. Various 
colors, including pink, blue, yellow, purple, 
and, of course, green are on display each 
spring, providing wonderful backdrops for 
nature photographers. Wedding photogra-
phers also may enjoy shooting happy cou-
ples in spring, when the colors of nature 
can provide a perfect and colorful com-
plement to men and women during their 
engagement or wedding photo-shoots. In 

fact, spring flowers have inspired artists from various mediums. Among the 
more notable painters to paint springtime flowers and landscapes were Geor-
gia O’Keefe, Impressionist pioneer Claude Monet and Vincent Van Gogh.
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Plan / From 1A
From that, she went to de-

scribe the newly announced 
“Active Transportation Grant” 
where they applied for 
$450,000.  In order to apply, 
they had to generate some pro-
posals, and the park committee 
identifi ed as a “fi rst priority” to 
build a “multi-modal 12-foot 
shared used path” on the north 
side of Lake Street that would 
connect to the City-owned 
beach.  They would put a bike 
lane on the south side of Lake, 
thereby eliminating parking on 
that side. However, they would 
not change the curb on Lake 
Street itself.  

This proposal further calls for 
building the trail south on 2nd 
Ave and connecting it to the 
trails proposed as part of the 
“safe route to schools” proposal.  

Finally, Reiner pointed out 
that the plan would install “in-
tersection treatments” that 
would include RFIDs and paint-
ed crosswalks that would allow 
pedestrians to more safety cross 
County Road 82.  

Resident Concerns 
After her presentation, the 

council opened the public hear-
ing.  For the next hour, sever-
al residents spoke with either 
questions or outright statements 
in opposition.  Indeed, John 
Krischuk asked the crowd who 
is “against” the bike trail, and 
the majority of those gathered 
raised their hands.  

In response to council mem-
ber Stephanie Finnigan ques-

veys or other feedback opportu-
nities offered. Some questioned 
if the city had enough feedback 
to make informed decisions on 
the proposed trail plans.   

Council Responses
At the end of the public hear-

ing, Council member Finnigan 
stood up and addressed the 
crowd.  She noted that as a resi-
dent on Lake Street, she empha-
sizes with the concerns the resi-
dents expressed at the meeting.  
She told the crowd, “Thank you 
for telling us your concerns.”  

She then asked what sorts of 
“positive impacts” and ideas that 
can help make Osakis “the best 
community it can be” and asked 
them to send them to City Hall 
for consideration.    

In response, Pohlman thanked 
the council for the public hear-
ing.  “Thank you for giving us 
this chance to bring out notes 
and our thoughts and to be a 
voice,” she said.  

Later, during the regular 
council meeting, Council Mem-
ber Laura Backes make a mo-
tion to incorporate an “affected” 
resident on the Park Committee 
on any future trails planning.  
“This would give these residents 
voice in the process,” she said.  
After some discussion, Council 
Member Larson seconded it, 
and the council passed the mo-
tion unanimously.  

with the project by asserting 
at the end, “I think it is a little 
backwards. You saw the mon-
ey and went after it rather than 
seeing the need and then going 
for the money,” and the crowd 
applauded in response. 

Second, Gobel and a few oth-
ers highlighted that the sidewalk 
ends just past the Douglas/Todd 
County Line, so therefore, they 
might require removing trees 
and other items in the right-of-
way to build a proposed trail.  

Third, a couple of residents 
highlighted they recently paid 
“large assessments” for improve-
ments on 2nd Ave, and they 
stated their objections to having 
their parking taken away.  Rein-
er noted that they can potential-
ly have a proposed trail come 
on another street.

Fourth, several residents high-
lighted that they need to focus 
on problems of Lake Osakis.  
“We need to address the issues 
of the lake fi rst…Now is not the 
time” for the trail, Steve Ander-
son said to applause.     

 Later, in support of Ander-
son, two other residents not-
ed that “the lake is not usable 
for 30% of the year” and they 
should prioritize that before 
they would build out any trail 
system. 

Finally, several residents ob-
jected to the proposal because 
they did not know of these plans 
until they received a notice with 
the proposed trail in the mail.  
They did not see the online sur-

tion, “what are your concerns?”, 
residents then offered several 
objections. First, many residents 
questioned the need of building 
a trail and taking away park-
ing as they felt the “cart was 
put before the horse.”  “I don’t 
think the amount of traffi c I’ve 
seen and our usage of the road 
and watching people go to the 
beach justifi es all this disruption 
for the residents,” Krischuk said.  

Moreover, residents didn’t 
specifi cally see a need to con-
nect the beach.  Phil Gobel not-
ed that he “just don’t see a need 
to connect the bike trail to the 
public beach that I just don’t see 
many people use.”

Later, Rick Lane also ques-
tioned the usefulness of con-
necting to the beach, too.  “You 
don’t see many local people 
there,” he said.  

In response, Reiner defend-
ed the purpose of connecting 
the beach.  “The city is trying 
to think to the future…the 
city is wanting to upgrade the 
beach and make it a destina-
tion for people who are coming 
to Osakis…It could be a really 
good asset to the community,” 
she said.  

Another resident, Mary Pohl-
mann, who lived at her house 
“since 1978,” noted that she has 
never seen any issues—safety or 
otherwise—involving pedestri-
ans on Lake Street.  Conversely, 
she expressed several concerns 
over the parking.  

She summed up problem 

cerns about parking.  A few ex-
pressed concerns about having 
to take down trees in the right 
of way with no current side-
walk.  Several also asserted that 
they focus fi rst on Lake Osakis 
before building any trail system 
in Osakis.  Finally, many noted 
that they did not see any surveys 
until they received the public 
hearing notice in the mail.  

At the beginning of the pub-
lic hearing, Mayor Dan Wessel 
exhorted those who gathered 
to “please keep it civil.”  He ex-
plained to the crowd that they 
wanted to address some “mis-
conceptions” as “this is only a 
proposal” that it is “not set in 
stone.”  He also noted that he 
and council members “welcome 
all questions and comments” 
which is “what a good city does.”

Proposed Parks and Trails
After Mayor Wessel’s open-

ing comments, Jillian  Reiner 
of Widseth gave a presentation 
to those gathered.  She com-
mended the “large crowd” in 
attendance.  Like Mayor Wessel, 
she also emphasized that “we 
are making a few suggestions, 
proposals, and we want to hear 
everybody’s opinion.  We are 
trying to do good things for the 
city.”  

She highlighted that these 
proposals came because of work 
since 2020 that included online 
surveys, booths at the Taste of 
Osakis and Osakis festival, and 
surveys sent as part of the city’s 
newsletter and utility bills.   

Assessments / From 4A
Therefore, the Assessor high-

lighted to City Council Members 
highlighted that these low ratios 
“necessitates large increases to till 
and non-tillable acreage” on agri-
cultural properties. In the coun-
ty-wide report, Assessor Hon-
komp noted that “the average 
[assessment] increase in agricultur-
al land is 26.67%.”

Lakeshore Property Owners
Fourth, for lakeshore owners, 

Lake Osakis has one of the larg-
est increases in Douglas County 

properties, the tax rate actually 
dropped last year due to the large 
increases in accessed value of 
lakeshore properties.  “Some juris-
dictions actually had double-digit 
decreases” in the tax rate in 2022 
she said.

If landowners have questions 
about the listed assessment, Asses-
sor Honkomp says to fi rst call the 
County Assessor’s offi ce at 320-
762-3884 to share their concerns.  
She stated that the appraiser will 
validate the information that they 
have to make sure that it is accu-
rate.  She emphasized how land-
owners can make appointments 
for someone from the assessor’s 
offi ce to come view the proper-
ty and see specifi c concerns that 
would change the assessment.  

However, all homeowners have 
a right to appeal to the “Local 
Board of Appeal and Equalization” 
on April 11, 2023, beginning at 
9am for Todd County and 10am 
for Douglas County.  Landowners 
need to schedule an appointment 
for consideration.  

Overall, Assessor Honkomp 
expressed her offi ce’s role in the 
assessment process.  “Markets set 
the value of the property; we just 
report it.”  

less than Alexandria’s Chain of 
Lakes where Lake Victoria has 
$2600, Lake Carlos has $4700, 
and Lake Le Homme Dieu has 
$5200.  Indeed, she noted a trend 
where, with these high prices on 
Alexandria’s Chain of Lakes, other 
surrounding lakes like Lake Osakis 
have “had an uptick” from the in-
creased sales prices.  

However, Assessor Honkomp 
stated that “very few” Douglas 
County Lake Osakis Lakeshore 
owners are assessed the full 
amount of $1500 per “frontal 
foot” due to lakeshore quality is-
sues on their specifi c property.  
She gave examples such as a steep 
embankment, or lots of cattails in 
front  of their shore.  

She highlighted that when they 
“walk all the parcels” when they 
do their physical inspections every 
four years, they pay attention to 
these specifi c issues when decid-
ing on the “frontage foot” assess-
ment.  “We take into consideration 
each individual property,” she said.  

Next steps 
Assessor Honkomp highlight-

ed that even if they have an as-
sessment increase, that does not 
necessarily mean a tax increase.  
In fact, she noted that, for many 

of $400 per “frontage foot”.  That 
brings the total “frontage front” 
increase of $1500.  The letter to 
the City Council “County-wide, 
our lake sales remain strong,” and 
“Douglas County will see quite 
large increases to our lake front 
properties.” 

In the interview, Assessor Hon-
komp noted that these lake sales 
“blew [our assessed values] out of 
the water.” 

Even still, Lake Osakis “frontage 
foot” of $1500 is still considerably 

these land values to continue to 
increase, and so they required 
Douglas County to apply 17.6% 
“time trend adjustment.”  County 
Assessor Honkomp noted they 
“never” had to do such adjustment 
to agricultural property until this 
year.  Her offi ce considered “ap-
pealing the time trend adjustment 
to the state,” but they decided 
against it after fi nding out similar 
increases of around 15% have 
happened in both Otter Tail and 
Todd Counties.
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Rep. Mike Wiener addressed the crowd. 

Guns / From 1A
locking device be included in each 
fi rearm transfer. 

HF 601/SF 606 is a law requir-
ing the mandatory reporting of lost 
or stolen fi rearms.

SF 1723 involves the registra-
tion of all fi rearms and banning 
of others. This law would ban 
the possession of large capacity 
ammunition magazines and other 
weapons, place a ban on purchas-
ing new semi-automatic rifl es or 
assault weapons, establish a pur-
chasing limit of no more than one 
fi rearm every 30 days, prohibit the 
open carry of fi rearms, require the 
registering of fi rearms, require gun 
owners to carry liability insurance, 
and require a gun owner license. 

Katrina Lunden, an advocate 
and volunteer with the Minneso-
ta Gun Owners Caucus explained 
that the proposed bills on universal 
background checks would apply 
to almost any situation imagin-
able, ranging from loaning a rifl e 
or shotgun to a hunting buddy or 
having someone take care of your 
house while you’re on vacation. 
Moreover, it establishes an ad hoc 
version of universal gun registra-
tion by the nature of the process. 

“That’s what it amounts to,” 
Lunden said. 

Additionally, Lunden explained 
that the legislation allows law en-
forcement to deny a transfer for 
any contact whatsoever with law 
enforcement.

“If you do it through the local 
police, they can refuse you be-
cause you’ve had contact with 
law enforcement. Contact can be 
a speeding ticket, a parking ticket, 
the neighbors called on your kid 
because of the loud music,” Lun-
den said. 

Lunden also explained that if 
you do get past this, in order to 
retrieve your property back from 
the person who was in possession 
of it, you will then need to submit 
to another round of background 
checks to get your property back. 

“Anyone see a problem with all 
this?” Lunden asked.  

When it comes to the red fl ag 
bills, HF 15 and SF 1117, Lunden is 
just as vocal about its impacts.  

“Every other sheriff in the coun-
try is coming in at three o’clock in 
the morning. And the fi rst thing 
you know that he’s arrived is when 
the door comes in. Because they 
don’t want you to have any ad-
vance notice,” Lunden said. 

“There is no hearing, there is no 
due process.” 

Lunden explained that this law 
could be triggered by something as 
petty as a scorned ex in a relation-
ship, male or female. 

“There is little to no penalty for 
them lying,” Lunden said.

“There’s no law enforcement or 
a judge that is going to take the 
chance that in this form they could 
be lying and risk something going 
wrong, so they are all going to sign 
on the dotted line.

“Now you don’t know who is 
coming through your door at three 

or I might need to defend my live-
stock. 

“This is not about safe storage. 
This is about disarming you. This is 
taking away your Second Amend-
ment in your own castle.” 

The lost and reporting bill was 
felt to fl y in the face of reason. 

“We don’t need a law to tell us 
to do the right thing. Criminals on 
the other hand, they’re not going 
to report it. Having a law to tell 
him to report it also isn’t going to 
make them report it,” Lunden said. 

 One of the more contentious 
bills was the fi nal one discussed, SF 
1723. The bill would ban large ca-
pacity magazines, semi-automatic 
rifl es, and assault style rifl es while 

o’clock in the morning. Somebody 
on one side or the other is going 
to end up leaving in a box. That’s 
why this is a bad idea.”

“Not only have you lost your 
due process, but that’s how it’s 
going down at three o’clock in the 
morning, when the door crashes.” 

Lunden said getting your prop-
erty back can be even trickier. 

“I hope you’ve got an extra 
$10,000 because that’s the base 
that your lawyer is going to cost. 
And you will need a lawyer. And 
have you ever tried telling any-
body in authority that you’re not 
crazy when they think you are? 

“That conversation goes along 
these lines—the more they say 
you’re crazy and the more you say 
you’re not, the louder your voice 
goes up, and the more crazy you 
will become. That is the very na-
ture of the conversation.

“If you’re lucky, you may get 
the guns back. They won’t be in 
the same condition as when you 
left them. You’ll be out at least 
$10,000, if not more. And your 
name has been told all over town 
that you are crazy, and you will 
never ever be able to raise your 
head again.

“The next major problem with 
this one is the crazy person has 
just gone through the trauma of 
having the door come in at three 
o’clock in the morning, and the 
police come and take all his guns. 
How do you think that affected his 
mental health?

“Yeah, I don’t think it went well. 
I think he’s angrier, crazier, more 
upset. The more determined to do 
whatever it was he was going to 
do because there is nothing in this 
bill that says get him some mental 
health help. There is no require-
ment for that. They can walk away, 
drive off, leave him to sit there. 

“Let me remind you that they’ve 
taken their guns, but the bathroom 
cabinet is still full of pills. They 
haven’t taken the hammers, the 
chainsaws, the machetes, any oth-
er items.

“Let me tell you the worst one 
they haven’t taken away; they ha-
ven’t taken the F150 out of the 
locked garage.

“They’ve done nothing to re-
move the threat; they’ve just roy-
ally pissed it off.”

When it comes to the safe stor-
age requirements, Lunden likens it 
to time equals life. 

“We have in Minnesota, laws on 
the books that say that you cannot 
allow access to small children and 
crazy people and I fi nd that to be 
quite reasonable myself,” Lunden 
said.  

“If my grandkids will come 
over, I put things away; but when 
they’re not there, I have bears, I 
have wolves, I have coyotes. I’m 
told by my neighbors and the lo-
cal sheriff that I have meth heads 
within a mile which means I’m not 
afraid to admit not everything’s al-
ways put away. 

“I might need to defend myself 

Her concern was what these
bills might mean for her custom-
ers, how it would affect her busi-
ness, but also how it would impact
the people in our communities. 

“The fear that I see in this thing
and just as a citizen, is this is gon-
na make every single farmer that I
know a criminal,” Anderson said. 

“What farmer doesn’t have a
loaded shotgun in the barn? You
know, for the coyote, for the
woodchuck, for the whatever. You
know, this isn’t the Twin Cities
here.

“You know, we all live in rural
areas. I mean, there’s bear coming

placing limits on frequency of pur-
chases, require registration of fi re-
arms, and require the licensure of 
gun owners. 

“Oh yeah, this is what we call a 
nuclear bill,” Lunden said. 

“It takes away everything. Their 
defi nition includes, for the pur-
poses of this bill, anything that’s a 
semi-automatic. It includes a lot of 
bullets too. I go around the room 
and think, ‘Gee whiz, semi-auto-
matic, that’s most things people 
choose to carry.’”

Judi Anderson, the owner of the 
General Store in Osakis, which 
was a sponsor of the event, was 
given the opportunity to address 
the crowd. 

Rep. Mary Franson spoke at the 2nd Amendment Forum in Osakis.

Guns / 12A
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While handguns were the single most used weap-
on in aggravated assaults, weapons other than 
fi rearms were used in aggravated assaults nearly 
twice as much as fi rearms in general throughout 
the state. 

While handguns were the single most-used weap-
on used in robberies, weapons other than all fi re-
arms in general were used more often than not in 
robberies across the state.

Aggravated Assaults

Robberies

Firearms were nearly three times as likely to 
have been used in a homicide as any other weap-
ons. In 2021, the last time there was data col-
lected by the Minnesota BCA, 153 cases involved 
fi rearms and 56 cases involved a different type of 
instrument.

Homicides

hold up in court should legisla-
tion pass, it does however send a 
message to the legislature that the 
County stands behind and will up-
hold the Second Amendment. 

Neumann then relayed a cau-
tionary story of a great uncle of his 
who had come over to America 
from Czechoslovakia. 

“His big thing—and I was prob-
ably fi ve, six years old—was what-
ever you do, never, never let the 
government take your fi rearms be-
cause you’re going to end up like 
Czechoslovakia right here in the 
United States,” Neumann said. 

“If you want to keep your rights 
to bear arms, keep voting and vote 
these people out because they’re 
just going to keep trying.

“We will do everything we can to 
fi ght to keep the Second Amend-
ment within Todd County.” 

Representative Tom Murphy 
from Otter Tail County told the 
crowd that to keep this from hap-
pening, they need to go after the 
legislators that are vulnerable with 
reelection.  

“The way that we can do this is 
by going to the Secretary of State 
website and you can look there 
and fi nd out what the races look 
like and what the margin of victory 
was,” Murphy said. 

“They need to know that people 
in their own communities don’t 
like this.” 

Rep. Mary Franson, 12B, gave a 
much more realistic viewpoint of 
the political situation at the legis-
lature. 

“So, we are outnumbered in 
the House; but in the Senate, it’s a 
one-vote majority over there. And 
that’s where we can really make a 
difference is in the Senate,” Fran-
son said. 

“There are a couple of pro Sec-
ond Amendment Democrats in 
the Senate, and that is where we 
can stop these bills. I am afraid that 
in the House though, these bills 
that you see here will be passed 
in an omnibus bill. Those omnibus 
bills will be coming after our Easter 
break.

“But your voice has been heard 
loud and clear. We are getting your 
emails, your phone calls, visits to 
the Capitol, and everything helps—
even if you can’t make it to the 
Capitol, just phoning our offi ce or 
emailing. 

“We need you actively partici-
pating in this because your rights 
are on the line.” 

Republican Sen. Nathan Wesen-
berg was able to echo some of that 
realism that Franson brought to 
the meeting. 

The Minnesota Senate is split 
with the DFL in the majority by 
one person, 34-33. 

Wesenberg didn’t think the Sen-
ate would be looking at an omni-
bus type approach to these pro-
posed bills. He felt that they would 
come up for votes individually, as 
it would allow some of the DFL’s 
more vulnerable members to vote 
against the more stringent ones but 

around. You know, there’s just, 
there’s a lot of reasons why we 
may want to have that loaded gun.

“I think we have to kind of 
think beyond the words of what 
this might mean. So, my concern, 
you know, there’s components of 
some of what’s in these bills that I 
think do make a little bit of sense, 
personally, but it drags things out. 
It’s too broad, the way that it’s writ-
ten, and I think those are the things 
that we have to look at. Not that 
these bills in their intent are bad. I 
think in many cases that the intent 
is good, but they’re too broad. And 
I think that’s the piece that we re-
ally have to look at and take into 
consideration and make sure that 
our legislators also look at it that 
way.”

Todd County Sheriff Mike Allen 
was also on hand to present a law 
enforcement point of view. 

“We have great laws in this state 
for everything, including guns,” Al-
len said. 

“If you are not mentally capable 
of having a gun, there’s laws that 
prevent that. If you are 96 years 
old, and you’re dangerous be-
hind the wheel of a car, and you 
shouldn’t be driving anymore, we 
have laws for that. We have laws 
for all these things to keep us safe.” 

Addressing the possibility of 
some of the bills becoming law, 
Allen, a supporter of the Second 
Amendment, was confi dent that 
this would not happen. 

“I believe they’re not,” Allen said. 
“We have good people that are go-
ing to help prevent that. But it’s 
important for us to be here talking 
about. If we don’t talk about it, if 
we don’t gather at events like this, 
eventually something bad is going 
to happen. And we need to be 
here for that.” 

What does have Allen worried, 
though, is the potential for legisla-
tors to use seemingly well-inten-
tioned legislation to continually eat 
away at a constitutional right. 

“I’m concerned that they’re try-
ing to pinch away at things,” Allen 
said.  “They’re trying to take little 
pieces of us, little pieces of our 
rights. 

“If we were standing here to-
day and a bill was introduced to 
say we’re going to take your rights 
of free speech away, there’ll be a 
complete uproar in this world, or 
in this nation. We would go crazy 
saying you can’t take our rights 
away from our freedom of reli-
gion, right of free speech.” 

Todd County Fourth District 
Commissioner Randy Neumann 
echoed some of what Allen had to 
say, but laid out a starker picture 
of what has historically happened 
when governments have stripped 
the rights of their people away.  

Neumann, however, fi rst in-
formed the gathered crowd that 
in 2020 Todd County adopted a 
resolution establishing itself as a 
sanctuary county for the Second 
Amendment. While it was admit-
ted that this resolution may not 

allow them to vote for something 
like the magazine law or the red 
fl ag law. 

“We’re putting a lot of pressure 
on these guys,” Wesenberg said. 

“We need to get louder. We 
need to let them know not to not 
take our rights away.” 

Rep. Mike Wiener of Long 
Prairie, took the crowd back to 
the foundational elements of the 
amendment. 

“It was not just for you to pro-
tect yourself, but for the populace 
to protect themselves against an 
oppressive government,” Wiener 
said.  “That is crucial. 

“When governments want to 
control the people, they take away 
weapons. If you look at history—
the Greeks, the Romans, when 
they overtook another group—
what did you do when you took 
another army? You confi scated 
their weapons, so that they were 
not a threat to you. Does anybody 
know why the Highland Games 
started? If you’ve ever seen these 
guys in kilts, tossing the Caber, 
throwing the hammer, the stones? 
Weapons, the English would not 
let the Scottish and the Irish have 
weapons in order to control them. 

“So, here we are. Our Second 
Amendment is not just for per-
sonal protection; it is to protect us 
from an oppressive government as 
well. And that is crucial to never 
forget that.”

One of the speakers brought up 
an interesting point that was worth 
looking into further. The claim was 
made that violent crime would go 
down as gun ownership went up. 

The Minnesota Bureau of Crim-
inal Apprehension tracks crime 
for the state and requires that all 
sheriffs submit data on an annual 
basis. Typically, a report is issued to 
the legislature to help guide policy 
making decisions. 

Indeed, the BCA’s own num-
bers paint a similar picture. 

From 2017-2021, violent crime 
in Minnesota remained some-
what steady with some years of 
growth and some years of de-
crease. During those same periods, 
the BCA reported that the num-
ber of permits to carry recorded 
by county sheriffs and other law 
enforcement agencies steadily 
rose. In 2021, the last year violent 
crime data was available from the 
BCA, permits to carry applications 
plummeted by more than 40,000 
applications. In contrast to that, vi-
olent crime—including aggravated 
assault, robbery, rape and mur-
der—all rose. 

Aggravated assault has been on 
a three-year trend rising upwards. 
Robberies have seen only mod-
est increases. Rapes are still not at 
their fi ve-year high of 2,666 cases 
in 2018. Homicides saw 16 more 
cases in 2021 over 2020, rising to 
201 cases from 185. 

What is possibly most telling is 
that, according to the BCA, hand-
guns were the single most-used 
weapon in aggravated assaults. 

However, weapons other than fi re-
arms used in aggravated assaults 
were used nearly twice as much as 
all fi rearms involved in aggravated 
assaults in 2021, the last year data 
was made public. 

Perhaps, as General Zaroff 
shows in the “The Most Danger-

ous Game”, the means by which
an act occurs may only be predi-
cated by that which compels it…
man.
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  Todd County
 Board 
 Proceedings

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
TODD COUNTY BOARD OF COM-

MISSIONERS HELD ON
FEBRUARY 21, 2023

Call to Order
 The Todd County Board of Com-
missioners met in the Commissioner’s 
Board Room in the City of Long Prairie, 
MN on the 21st day of February, 2023 
at 9:00 a.m. The meeting was called to 
order by Chairperson Neumann. The 
meeting was opened with the Pledge 
of Allegiance. All Commissioners were 
present.

Approval of Agenda
 On motion by Erickson and second 
by Denny, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To approve the agenda as 
presented.

Consent Agenda
 On motion by Becker and second 
by Noska, the following motions were 
introduced and adopted by unanimous 
vote:
 To approve the Todd County Board 
of Commissioner’s Meeting Minutes for 
February 7, 2023 as presented.
 To approve an Off Sale, On Sale 
and Sunday Liquor License for T.J.’s 
Diamond Point Inc dba Diamond Point 
Supper Club/Lounge at the address of 
12867 Bayview Dr, Sauk Centre, MN 
in Birchdale Township effective April 1, 
2023 through March 31, 2024.
 To approve a one year On Sale and 
Sunday Liquor License for Sauk Centre 
Country Club dba Greystone Golf Club 
at the address of 10548 Andrews Drive, 
Sauk Centre, MN in Kandota Township 
effective April 1, 2023 through March 
31, 2024.
 To approve a one year On Sale and 
Sunday Liquor License for the Long 
Prairie Country Club at the address 
of 406 6th St SE, Long Prairie, MN in 
Long Prairie Township effective April 1, 
2023 through March 31, 2024.
 To approve an Off Sale, On Sale and 
Sunday Liquor License for The Rock 
Tavern LLC at the address of 11977 
County 47, Grey Eagle, MN in Grey 
Eagle Township effective April 1, 2023 
through March 31, 2024.
 To approve a Seasonal Off Sale 
and On Sale 3.2 Malt Liquor License 
for Rainbow Lodge at the address of 
20576 Banks Trail, Sauk Centre, MN 
in Kandota Township effective April 15, 
2023 through October 15, 2023.
 To approve a Setup License for 
Rainbow Lodge at the address of 
20576 Banks Trail, Sauk Centre, MN 
in Kandota Township effective April 1, 
2023 through March 31, 2024.
 To approve a Seasonal On Sale 
Wine License including strong beer for 
Donald Panitzke dba Rainbow Lodge 
at the address of 20576 Banks Trail, 
Sauk Centre, MN in Kandota Township 
effective April 15, 2023 through Octo-
ber 15, 2023.
 To approve a one year Off Sale, On 
Sale & Sunday Liquor License for the 
Rohdes Midway Gas Bar & Grill Inc 
dba Midway Bar & Grill at the address 
of 17908 US 71, Long Prairie, MN in 
Round Prairie Township effective April 
1, 2023 through March 31, 2024.
 To approve an Off Sale, On Sale and 
Sunday Liquor License for Full O Fun 
LLC dba Saukinac Campground at the 
address of 21914 Bay Loop, Sauk Cen-
tre, MN in Kandota Township effective 
April 1, 2023 through March 31, 2024.
 To approve an On Sale, Off Sale 
and Sunday Liquor License for Michael 
Shattuck dba Shattuck’s Hub Supper 
Club at the address of 30905 County 
13, Burtrum, MN in Burnhamville Town-
ship effective April 1, 2023 through 
March 31, 2024.
 To approve an On Sale and Sunday 
Liquor License for Thunder Lodge, Inc 
at the address of 22056 US 71, Long 
Prairie, MN in Long Prairie Township ef-
fective April 1, 2022 through March 31, 
2023.
 To approve the promotion of Brittney 
Hendricks as Sergeant with a starting 
pay at Grade 11, Step 7, $ 34.99/hr with 
a start date of February 21, 2023.
To hire Connie Spanswick as PT Dis-
patcher with starting pay at a Grade 6, 
Step 2, $22.56/hr with a starting date of 
February 21, 2023.

 To hire Doug Rakow for FT Deputy 
in the Sheriff’s Dept with starting pay at 
a Grade 10, Step 2, $28.48/hr; a start 
date is to be determined.
 To approve the resignation of eligibil-
ity worker Connie Helgeson, effective 
February 22, 2023
 To approve Steven McCoy to fi ll the 
Financial Support Services Manager 
position. Grade 13, Step 1 at $32.62. 
Start Date: TBD 
 To approve Hilary Tumberg to fi ll 
the open Waiver Supervisor position. 
Grade 13, Step 4 at $35.64. Start Date: 
TBD

Auditor-Treasurer
 On motion by Denny and sec-
ond by Erickson, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted by 
unanimous rollcall vote: To approve 
the Commissioner Warrants number 
(ACH) 402393 through 402418 in the 
amount of $19,905.23 and (Regular) 
56717 through 56765 in the amount of 
$77,411.45 for a total of $97,316.68.
 On motion by Erickson and second 
by Becker, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unanimous 
rollcall vote: To approve the Health & 
Human Services Commissioner War-
rants number (ACH) 803690 through 
803769 and (Regular) 710140 through 
710215 for a total of $99,692.54.
 On motion by Noska and second 
by Denny, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unanimous 
rollcall vote: To approve the Health & 
Human Services SSIS Warrants num-
ber (ACH) 600846 through 600861 and 
(Regular) 517226 through 517251 for a 
total amount of $94,620.33.

Long Prairie Area
Chamber of Commerce

 On motion by Erickson and second 
by Becker, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unanimous 
vote: To approve waiving the rental and 
utility fees for the MS Tram event orga-
nized by the Long Prairie Area Cham-
ber of Commerce at the Todd County 
Fairgrounds on July 27 & 28, 2023.

Board of Commissioners & SWCD
Supervisor Joint Meeting

 On motion by Noska and second by 
Denny, the following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unanimous vote: 
To suspend the current meeting to allow 
for the Joint Meeting with the SWCD 
Supervisors to be held.
 Separate minutes of the Joint Meet-
ing are attached.
 On motion by Denny and second by 
Noska, the following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unanimous vote: 
To resume the regular board meeting.
University of Minnesota Extension

 Brenda Miller, U of M Extension Edu-
cator – Agriculture Production Systems/
Livestock provided a program update to 
the County Board.

Public Works
 Todd County Engineer, Loren Fell-
baum, provided an announcement 
from Region 5 Development Commis-
sion regarding a 2027 Federal Surface 
Transportation Block Grant Program for 
Todd County’s State Aid Highway #11 
Project.
 On motion by Becker and second 
by Erickson, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unanimous 
vote: To set the 2023 Spring Road 
Meeting for April 3, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. at 
Public Works Northern Shop.
 On motion by Erickson and second 
by Denny, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unanimous 
vote: To approve the purchase of a 
2023 Chevrolet Silverado 3500 from 
North Country GM for $52,760.66 per 
the attached state bid quote.

County Attorney
 On motion by Becker and second by 
Denny, the following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unanimous vote: 
Approve the 2023 Agreement for Pros-
ecution Services with the Cities of Burt-
rum, Grey Eagle, West Union, Clarissa, 
Eagle Bend, Bertha, and Hewitt.

Solid Waste
 On motion by Erickson and second 
by Noska, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unanimous 
vote: Authorize solid waste director to 
sign Agreement with WSN for fi nal cov-
er design and bidding services.
 On motion by Erickson and second 
by Denny, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unanimous 
vote: Authorize solid waste department 
to retain Barr Engineering for PFAs 
evaluation as part of a consortium of 
landfi lls, and proceed with other neces-

sary actions to perform PFAs sampling 
and analysis.

Health & Human Services
 On motion by Becker and second 
by Noska, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unanimous 
vote: To approve the out of state travel 
request for David Determan to attend 
the National Preparedness Summit for 
$2,250 via the COVID Response Grant.

Administration
 On motion by Erickson and second 
by Becker, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unanimous 
vote: To approve the one-time six (6) 
month extension of probation for Em-
ployee #998. 
County Auditor-Treasurer’s Report

 The County Auditor-Treasurer report-
ed on meetings attended including the 
recent MACO Conference and prepara-
tions are moving forward for the 2023 
Property Tax Statement calculations.

County Attorney’s Report
 The County Attorney reported on 
offi ce status and contingency planning 
due to pending weather.

County Commissioner’s Report
 The Commissioners reported on 
meetings and events attended. 

County Coordinator’s Report
 The County Coordinator reported on 
meetings and events attended.

Adjourn
On motion by Noska and second by Er-
ickson, the meeting was adjourned for 
the month of February 2023.

COMMISSIONER WARRANTS
VENDOR NAME  AMOUNT 
ARC ELECTRIC 
 SERVICE  $5,117.69 
COMPASS MINERALS 
 AMERICA  $33,336.33 
GILSON COMPANY  $2,537.02 
INTRAYDYN  $2,080.00 
LITTLE FALLS MACHINE 
 INC    $2,297.43 
LONG PRAIRIE 
 LEADER  $10,924.59 
MORRIS ELECTRONICS  $3,938.37 
ONSOLVE, LLC  $9,324.40 
TODD CO MIS DEPT  $2,260.48 
66 PAYMENTS LESS 
 THAN 2000  $25,500.37 
Total:    $97,316.68 

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
WARRANTS

VENDOR NAME  AMOUNT 
BRENNY FUNERAL CHAPEL - 
 STAPLES  $3,500.00 
DHS - SWIFT  $4,370.00 
NOW MICRO INC  $6,535.08 
RURAL MN CEP INC  $13,033.42 
V #17218 - COST EFFECTIVE
 HEALTH INSURANCE  $2,799.36 
WILLIAMS DINGMANN FAMILY 
 FUNERAL HOME - 
 LONG PRAIRIE  $3,500.00 
150 PAYMENTS LESS 
 THAN 2000  $65,954.68 
Total:    $99,692.54 
 
VENDOR NAME  AMOUNT 
# 17141   $3,339.63 
CARLSON/BARBARA J  $5,250.00 
DHS - ST PETER 
 RTC - 472  $2,976.00 
# 2925   $3,807.73 
MID MINNESOTA DRUG 
 TESTING INC  $2,367.00 
NORTHERN PINES MENTAL 
 HLTH CTR INC  $2,090.00 
# 16668   $3,331.57 
PINE MANORS INC  $2,925.00 
PINEHAVEN YOUTH AND 
 FAMILY SRVS INC  $7,679.71 
# 17183   $2,399.09 
STAPLES MOTLEY 
 ISD 2170  $11,184.76 
STEP    $7,931.91 
VALLEY LAKE BOYS 
 HOME INC  $17,900.00 
VILLAGE RANCH INC  $4,014.50 
PAYMENTS LESS 
 THAN 2000  $17,423.43 
Total:    $94,620.33 
 On a motion by Noska and second 
by Becker, the preceding minutes of the 
County Board meeting held February 
21, 2023 were duly approved by unani-
mous vote at the Todd County Board of 
Commissioners at the Regular Board 
Meeting held on March 7, 2023.
 Witness my hand and seal:
 /s/ on fi le
 Randy Neumann, 
 County Board Chairperson
 /s/ on fi le
 Denise Gaida, 
 Todd County Auditor-Treasurer

MINUTES OF THE JOINT MEETING 

OF THE TODD COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS AND TODD 
COUNTY SWCD SUPERVISORS 
HELD ON FEBRUARY 21, 2023

Call to Order
 The Todd County Board of Com-
missioners met in the Commissioner’s 
Board Room in the City of Long Prairie, 
MN on the 21st day of February, 2023 
with all Board of Commissioner mem-
bers present and SWCD Supervisors 
Buchholz, Katterhagen and Williamson 
present and SWCD Supervisors James 
and Wendel absent. 
 On motion by Erickson and second 
by Denny, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unanimous 
vote: To call the joint meeting to order.
 On motion by Katterhagen and sec-
ond by Buchholz, the following was 
introduced and adopted by unanimous 
vote: To call the joint meeting to order.

Approval of Agenda
 On motion by Buchholz and second 
by Katterhagen, the following motion 
was introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To approve the agenda as 
presented.
 On motion by Becker and second by 
Noska, the following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unanimous vote: 
To approve the agenda as presented. 

SWCD Presentation
 Deja Anton, District Manager pre-
sented the following information for 
general knowledge and discussion be-
tween the board members:
 • The role the SWCD plays in Coun-
ty responsibilities.
 • Key Roles/Positions within the 
SWCD
 • SWCD Funding and County 
Reimbursement
 • Future Foreseeables
 • Highlights of the 2022 SWCD An-
nual Report
 • Presentation of the SWCD 2023 
Plan of Action

Todd County SWCD
Annual Report 2022

 On motion by Katterhagen and sec-
ond by Buchholz, the following motion 
was introduced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To adopt the fi nal revision 
of the Todd County SWCD 2022 Annual 
Report as presented and posted on the 
County website.
Long Prairie River Watershed MOA

 On motion by Katterhagen and sec-
ond by Buchholz, the following motion 
was introduced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To approve the signing of 
the Long Prairie River Watershed MOA 
which adds Ottertail County to the 
Collaboration.

General Discussion
 The Todd County Annual Feedlot 
Meeting & Farmer Appreciation Dinner 
is scheduled for Wednesday, March 
15, 2023 at Clarissa Ballroom, Clarissa 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. for those interested 
in attending.

Adjourn
 On motion by Buchholz and second 
by Katterhagen, the SWCD Board ad-
journed the joint meeting by unanimous 
vote.

 On motion by Erickson and second 
by Denny, the Todd County Board of 
Commissioners adjourned the joint 
meeting by unanimous vote.
 On a motion by Noska and second 
by Becker, the preceding minutes of the 
Joint Meeting of the Todd County Board 
of Commissioners and Todd County 
SWCD Supervisors meeting held Feb-
ruary 21, 2023 were duly approved by 
unanimous vote at the Todd County 
Board of Commissioners at the Regular 
Board Meeting held on March 7, 2023.
 Witness my hand and seal:
 /s/ on fi le
 Randy Neumann, 
 County Board Chairperson
 /s/ on fi le
 Denise Gaida, 
 Todd County Auditor-Treasurer

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL BOARD 
MEETING OF THE TODD COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS HELD 
ON FEBRUARY 24, 2023

Call to Order
 The Todd County Board of Com-
missioners met in the Commissioner’s 
Board Room in the City of Long Prairie, 
MN on the 24th day of February, 2023 
at 9:00 a.m. The meeting was called to 
order by Chairperson Neumann. The 
meeting was opened with the Pledge 
of Allegiance. All Commissioners were 
present.

Approval of Agenda
 On motion by Erickson and second 
by Noska, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To approve the agenda as 
presented.

Commissioners
 On motion by Becker and second by 
Denny, the following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unanimous vote: 
To proceed with MIS Director interview.
 On motion by Erickson and second 
by Denny, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unanimous 
vote: To open the MIS Director Candi-
date Deliberation.
 On motion by Noska and second by 
Becker, the following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unanimous vote: 
To hire Lisa Parteka as MIS Director 
with starting pay at Grade 15, Step 1.

Adjourn
 On motion by Erickson and second 
by Denny, the Special Board Meeting 
was adjourned.
 On a motion by Noska and second 
by Becker, the preceding minutes of 
the Special County Board meeting held 
February 24, 2023 were duly approved 
by unanimous vote at the Todd County 
Board of Commissioners at the Regular 
Board Meeting held on March 7, 2023.
 Witness my hand and seal:
 /s/ on fi le
 Randy Neumann, 
 County Board Chairperson
 /s/ on fi le
 Denise Gaida, 
 Todd County Auditor-Treasurer
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 LETTERS
Letters to the editor may be submitted to the 
Osakis Anchor. The Anchor reserves the right to 
accept or reject letters and to edit or request re-
visions for length. Letters should include the writ-
er’s name, complete address and phone number 
for verifi cation. If the letter is published, only the 
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The specifi c address and phone number will not 
be published.
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Alisha Sunderman        Staff Writer
alisha@osakisanchor.com

Jeannie Thompson                Billing
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“ Th e theory of a free press is 
that the truth will emerge from 
free reporting and free 
discussion not that it will be 
presented perfectly and in-
stantly in any one account.”
              WALTER LIPPMAN

 FAIRNESS
This newspaper tries conscientiously to 
report news fairly and accurately.

When we fall short of this objective, we
welcome complaints from our readers.

Please direct your complaints to our 
publisher/editor whose name and con-
tact information is listed on this page.

WEST UNION TOWNSHIP
IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING PROPERTY ASSESSMENTS

This may affect your 
2024 property taxes.

 The Board of Appeal and Equalization for the West Union Township will meet 
on April 13, 2023 at 10 a.m. at the Fire Hall. The purpose of this meeting is to 
determine whether property in the jurisdiction has been properly valued and 
classifi ed by the assessor.
 If you believe the value or classifi cation of your property is incorrect, please 
contact your assessor’s offi ce to discuss your concerns. If you disagree with 
the valuation or classifi cation after discussing it with your assessor, you may 
appear before the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization. The board will re-
view your assessments and make corrections as needed. Generally, you must 
appeal to the local board before appealing to the County Board of Appeal and 
Equalization.
 Sharon Marthaler, Clerk

M10-24C
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING PROPERTY ASSESSMENTS
This may affect your 
2024 property taxes

 The Board of Appeal and Equalization for Leslie Township will meet on April 26, 
2023 at 9:00 a.m. at the Town Hall.
 The purpose of this meeting is to determine whether property in the jurisdiction 
has been properly valued and classifi ed by the assessor. 
 If you believe the value or classifi cation of your property is incorrect, please 
contact your assessor’s offi ce to discuss your concerns. If you disagree with the 
valuation or classifi cation after discussing it with your assessor, you may appear 
before the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization. The board will review your 
assessments and make corrections as needed. Generally, you must appeal to the 
local board before appealing to the County Board of Appeal and Equalization.
 Teri Haburn, Clerk
 Leslie Township
 leslietownship@yahoo.com
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CITY OF OSAKIS ORDINANCE AMENDMENT #134
CHAPTER 124.01 DEFINITIONS

CHAPTER 124.01 DEFINITIONS
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OSAKIS THAT ORDINANCE 124.01 SHALL BE AMENDED 
TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

124.01 DEFINITIONS
 LODGING TAX BOARD. The LODGING TAX BOARD, or the appointed agent of the board, shall be the Osakis Economic 
Development Authority.
 OPERATOR. An OPERATOR who provides lodging to others, or any offi cer, agent, directors, shareholders, members of 
employee of the OPERATOR located within the city limits.
 OSAKIS TOURISM AND VISITOR’S BUREAU. The OSAKIS TOURISM AND VISITOR’S BUREAU, or the appointed agent 
of the Bureau, as the city in an area  wide local lodging tax, hereinafter referred to as “Bureau”.
 ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Osakis, Douglas and Todd Counties, Minnesota this 13th day of March, 2023.
 -s- Daniel Wessel
 Mayor

M24C
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REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD 
MEETING

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 213
OSAKIS, MN 56360

FEBRUARY 8, 2023, 4:00 PM
 A work session was held on 
Wednesday, February 8, 2023. The 
work session was called to order by 
Chairperson Michael Collins at 4:00 
p.m. in the Osakis Public School 
Board Room. Board members present:  
Michael Collins, Greg Faber, Corey 
Goodwin, Becky Hensley, Jeff Kalpin, 
Amy Weisser and Superintendent 
Randal Bergquist. Also in attendance 
were Brad Hoffarth, Shad Schmidt, 
Justin Dahlheimer, Larry Bomstad, 
Preston Euerle and Paul Youngquist.
 It was moved by Faber, seconded by 
Hensley, to approve the agenda. The 
motion carried unanimously.
 Board discussion on agenda items.
 • Committee Appointments
 • Strategic Facilities Planning 
Process
 • Douglas County Proposal
 • Cafeteria Food Service
 • Compensatory Pay/Substitutes
 • Calendar/Pre-Labor Day Start
 It was moved by Hensley, seconded 
by Goodwin, to adjourn the work ses-
sion. The motion carried unanimously.
Amy Weisser, Clerk

REGULAR 
SCHOOL BOARD MEETING

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 213
OSAKIS, MN 56360

FEBRUARY 13, 2023, 5:30 PM 
 The regular meeting of the school 
board was called to order by Chairperson 
Michael Collins. The following members 
were present:  Michael Collins, Greg 
Faber, Corey Goodwin, Jeff Kalpin and 
Amy Weisser. Also in attendance were 
Brad Hoffarth, Shad Schmidt, Justin 
Dahlheimer, Becky Kraenow, Travis 
Gulbrandson, Chad Gulbranson, Dan 
Wessel, Amanda Tegels, Allison Vogel, 
Scott Ellefson, Hailey Nierling, Jon Ries, 
Molly Swenstad, Jody Bender, Shelia 
Bolstad, Wes Smith and Stephanie 
Finnegan.
 It was moved by Goodwin, second-
ed by Kalpin, to approve the agenda 
with additions. The motion carried 
unanimously.

Open Floor/Forum
Positive Comments

 • Elementary Teachers are utilizing 
grants for new opportunities for stu-
dents and the school.
 • Close Up students are organizing 
a Youth Prom.
 • Girls wrestling program is doing 
well!

Superintendent’s Report
 • Staff Update
 • Special Education Presentation - 
Allison Vogel
 • Mayor Dan Wessel & New 
Council Liaison Stephanie Finnegan
 • Agriculture in Ireland - Hailey 
Nierling
 • Central Lakes Cruzers
 • MSHSL - Form B2
 • Substitute Teacher Pay

 Independent 
 School District
 No. 213 - Osakis

 • Food Service RFP
 • Business Manager Report
 • Legislative Update
 • CMETS Report
 • Runestone Ed Report
 • Committee Reports
 • Principal’s Report
 • Activities Director Report
 • Student Board Representative
 It was moved by Weisser, second-
ed by Faber, to approve the following 
general consent items: the minutes of 
the January 9, 2023  regular meeting; 
the bills in the amount of $28,194.18 
check numbers 69565-69607; hand 
payables in the amount of $253,906.41 
check numbers 69420-69564; wire 
transfers in the amount of $675,767.50, 
the Revolving Fund in the amount of 
$1,620.00 check numbers 11347-11356 
and the student activity account fund in 
the amount of $34,573.92 check num-
bers 7786-7822. The board acknowl-
edged receiving the treasurer’s report. 
The motion carried 4-0, with Goodwin 
abstaining.
 It was moved by Weisser, seconded 
by Faber, to approve the following per-
sonnel consent items: approve the fol-
lowing resignation: Clayton Thieschafer, 
Custodial Aide, Erica Ronsberg, Music/
Leap teacher; approve the hiring of the 
following positions:  Olivia Loesch, Head 
Golf Coach, at per Master Agreement 
amount of $4,876, Jacob Rademacher, 
Jr. High Baseball Coach, at per 
Master Agreement amount of $2,841, 
Raymond Ostendorf, Custodial Aide, at 
$18.00 per hour; approve the following 
leave of absence: Taylor Winberg, High 
School Interventionist; approve the 
following increase in hours of Brittany 
Hanson, paraprofessional, additional 
15 minutes per day, Heather Marcyes, 
paraprofessional, additional 15.5 hours 
per week, Marie Spoden, paraprofes-
sional, additional 6.84 hours per week. 
The motion carried unanimously.

New Business: 
 It was moved by Kalpin, seconded by 
Goodwin, to approve the Acceptance of 
Gift Resolution. The motion carried 
unanimously.
 It was moved by Weisser, seconded 
by Kalpin, to approve the committee ap-
pointments made by the Chairperson. 
The motion carried unanimously.
 It was moved by Goodwin, second-
ed by Faber, to allow the Central Lakes 
Cruzers to use the Athletic Complex 
parking lot on July 8, 2023 for their Car 
Show. The motion carried unanimously.
 It was moved by Weisser, seconded 
by Goodwin, to approve the MSHSL 
Form B2 Resolution. The motion carried 

TODD COUNTY PLANNING 
COMMISSION

215 1st Ave South, Suite 103 
Long Prairie, Minnesota 56347 

320-732-4420
toddplan.zone@co.todd.mn.us

PUBLIC NOTICE
 Notice is hereby given that the Todd 
County Planning Commission will hold 
a public hearing on Thursday, April 6, 
2023 at 6:00 p.m. in the Commissioners 
meeting room, Historic Courthouse, 
215 First Ave South, Long Prairie, MN 
to consider the following applications.
 NOTE: This meeting is again being 
held in-person and the public is encour-
aged to attend, but Zoom and phone op-
tions are still available for those who are 
unable to attend in person. If you wish 
to join via Zoom, please contact our 
offi ce for the call-in information. Those 
who do attend in person can fi nd park-
ing atop the hill on the west side of the 
Historic Courthouse and enter through 
the north doors, near the American Flag 
and monument.
 Questions? Phone 320-732-4420 
or Email toddplan.zone@co.todd.
mn.us 

Agenda
• Call to Order.
• Introduction of Planning Commission 
Members and process review.
 - The applicant is introduced
 - Staff report
 - Applicant confi rms if staff report 
accurately represents the request
 - Public comment
 - Board review with applicant, staff, 
and public
• Approval of agenda.
• Approval of the March 2, 2023 
Planning Commission meeting minutes.
 1. Merritt & Jan Pulkrabek: 
Section 19, Ward Township Site 
Address: 23352 County 20, Browerville, 
MN. PID: 26-0018002
  1. Request for a Conditional Use 
Permit for a ground mounted communi-
ty solar energy system in AF-1 Zoning.
 2. Finally Home Preliminary Plat: 
Section 11, Staples Township Site 
Address: 27020 490th Street, Staples, 
MN 56479. PID: 22-0010000
  1. Request for a one lot, 5-acre 
plat in R-2 Zoning.
 3. Kyle & Laura Dalquist: Section 
23, Little Elk Township Site Address: 
29161 335th Ave., Browerville, MN 
56438. PID: 16-0022600
  1. Request for a Conditional Use 
Permit for the creation of a feedlot for 
988.8 animal units in AF-1 Zoning.
 4. Proposed Amendment to 
Todd County Planning & Zoning 
Ordinance:
  1. Section 9.08: Sewage 
Treatment Standards

Adjournment –
Next meeting: May 4, 2023

 All persons interested are invited to 
attend said hearing or submit a letter 
to be heard on these matters. All cor-
respondence must include name, 
mailing address and be received 48 
hours before the date and time of the 
hearing.
 Todd County Planning Commission
 Jim Pratt, Chair
 M24C

o o o

unanimously.
 It was moved by Kalpin, seconded by 
Faber, to approve increasing the substi-
tute teacher pay to $150 per day. The 
motion carried unanimously.
 It was moved by Weisser, seconded 
by Goodwin, to approve submitting an 
RFP (request for proposal) for a food 
service company. The motion carried 
unanimously.
 It was moved by Faber, seconded by 
Goodwin, to approve a contract for facil-
ities planning services with RA Morton 
and Paul Youngquist, Inc. The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 It was moved by Weisser, seconded 
by Kalpin, to adjourn the meeting. The 
motion carried unanimously.
 Amy Weisser, Clerk

SCHOOL BOARD WORK SESSION
INDEPENDENT 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 213

OSAKIS, MN 56360
March 3, 2023, 9:00 AM

 A School Board Superintendent
Search was held on Friday, March 3, 
2023. The session was called to or-
der by Chairperson Michael Collins, at 
9:00 a.m. in the Osakis Public School
Board Room. Board members present:  
Michael Collins, Greg Faber, Corey 
Goodwin, Becky Hensley, Jeff Kalpin, 
and Amy Weisser.
 Interviewed, discussed and decided
on a candidate.
 Adjournment at 5:25 p.m.
 Amy Weisser, Clerk 

M24C
o o o 
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CLASSIFIEDS

SELF INKING, 
NOTARY, DATE, 

EMBOSSERS  
& MORE 

 
Contact the Long  

Prairie Leader for all 
your stamp needs 

320-732-2151 
21 3rd St. S. 
Long Prairie 

 
email: 

circulation@lpleader.com 

HELP WANTED

MISC.

FOR RENT

WORK WANTED

FOR SALE

COMING EVENT

CARD OF THANKS WANTED

Follow us on 
Facebook 

and Twitter

CARD OF THANKS
We would like to say thank you 
to the many nurses and staff 
at CentraCare Hospital, the 
nurses and staff at St. Otto’s 
Care Center, the staff at Long 
Prairie Care Center, and the 
staff from Moments Hospice 
for the wonderful care you 
gave Wanda. Thank you to 
Williams Dingmann Funeral 
Home for the excellent care 
you gave us. Thank you to 
Pastor Wehrspann for the 
visits and beautiful service. 
Also, the many people that 
were involved with putting on 
the lunch after the service. 
Most of all thank you to the 
many friends and family 
that sent cards, fl owers, and 
food. We are blessed to have 
so much support. Randy, 
Jessica, and Chris Gorr. —
M22X 

Looking for a rewarding summer job?

The City of Osakis is hiring lifeguards for the 
2023 summer swimming season at the beach.  

We will pay for your lifeguard training!  
We offer flexible hours and a friendly working environment.  

The beach is open from Memorial Day to Labor Day.  
Stop by City Hall at 14 Nokomis St. E. from 8:00 A.M. - 4:30 

P.M. for a full job description and application, 
or apply online on the city website at 

www.cityofosakis.com under forms/applications 
or call 320-859-2150.

M
22-M

y31
M
24-M

y26

Central Todd County Care Center is seeking personable & friendly Central Todd County Care Center is seeking personable & friendly 
Certifi ed Nursing Assistants to help our residents with their Activities of Certifi ed Nursing Assistants to help our residents with their Activities of 
Daily Living as described in each resident’s individualized plan of care. Daily Living as described in each resident’s individualized plan of care.  
We have both part-time and full-time positions availableWe have both part-time and full-time positions available  

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANT (CNA)CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANT (CNA)

Contact Tyler Kliniske at tkliniske@ctcccinc.com or 
call 218-756-3636 ext. 12
Business hours: 
Monday – Friday, 8:00 am – 4:30 pm
Central Todd County Care Center
Located in Clarissa, MN

S21TF

For those interested, but not currently certifi ed, we offer fi nancial For those interested, but not currently certifi ed, we offer fi nancial 
assistance and reimbursement for the certifi cation classes. assistance and reimbursement for the certifi cation classes. 

Additionally, we offer nursing scholarships that cover most of the Additionally, we offer nursing scholarships that cover most of the 
cost for obtaining your LPN or RN licensure. CTCCC offers a wide cost for obtaining your LPN or RN licensure. CTCCC offers a wide 

variety  of benefi ts and is an equal opportunity employer.variety  of benefi ts and is an equal opportunity employer.
Wages may be adjusted based on years’ experience.  Wages may be adjusted based on years’ experience.  

The individual must pass a background study.The individual must pass a background study.

You may pick up an application in the Business Offi ce, 
or after hours at the Nurse’s Station.

NURSES (RN AND LPN)

We are in search of a R.N. or L.P.N. who is looking We are in search of a R.N. or L.P.N. who is looking 

for a rewarding career in the nursing fi eld, has a care giving personality, for a rewarding career in the nursing fi eld, has a care giving personality, 

and wants to make a difference in our older adult population.and wants to make a difference in our older adult population.

Various shifts are currently available 

(including every other weekend and holiday).

Must be a TEAM player and possess a special interest in working with Long 

Term Care residents, families, and visitors.

 You may pick up an application in the Business Offi ce, 

or after hours at the Nurse’s Station. 

CTCCC offers a wide variety of benefi ts and is an equal opportunity employer.CTCCC offers a wide variety of benefi ts and is an equal opportunity employer.

Contact Tyler Kliniske at tkliniske@ctcccinc.com 
or call 218-756-3636 ext. 12
Business hours: Monday – Friday, 8:00 am – 4:30 pm
Central Todd County Care Center
Located in Clarissa, MN

S
2

1
T

F

CLEANING PERSON WANTED
The Osakis Municipal Liquor Store is looking for 
someone to come in each morning for 2 hours 

prior to the liquor store opening to 
do the daily cleaning.  

An application and job description can be 
obtained at City Hall or on the city website at 
www.cityofosakis.com.  Applications will be 

accepted until the position is fi lled.   

Salary will depend on qualifi cations. 

COMING EVENT: March 29, 
2023 5-6p.m. Roast beef, 
mashed potatoes, coleslaw, 
dinner roll, and desert. Free 
will offering. Trinity Lutheran 
Church 610 2nd Ave. SE. 
Proceeds to Christian Care 
Committee. –M22X 

FOR SALE: 2002 Chrysler 
Voyager van. $500 or best 
offer. Call 612-867-0382. — 
F22-M1dh

FOR SALE: Older Yardman 
push lawnmower, completely 
refurbished - $100. Call or 
text 320-360-9394.—S21dh

FOR SALE: Envelopes for 
sale at clearance prices-
overstocks. #10 white or gray-
basic business size: $3.00 
per 100; #10 window-$3.00 
per 100; #10 window 
security-$5.00 per 100. Cash 
and check only. Available at 
Long Prairie Leader, 21 3rd 
St. South. 320-732-2151.—
Ag11TFdh

FOR SALE: An advertising 
and news publication for 
Todd County. For $35 a year 
in Todd County, you get it 
all, the Classy Canary and 
the Long Prairie Leader. 
Call 320-732-2151 or write 
Box 479, Long Prairie, 
MN 56347 for subscription 
information.—TF

WANTED:  Cars and pickups 
from the 40’s, 50’s, 60’s, 
70’s, and 80’s in your weeds, 
woods, and sheds. 218-
640-3807 or 218-756-2257 
—J11-Jn25X

WANTED TO BUY:  Junk 
cars, all types of scrap iron, 
aluminum cans, copper, all 
types of aluminums. Also roll-
off containers for scrap iron 
available at no charge. Will 
pick up. Hwy. 27 Auto Salvage 
- 320-732-2710.—O27TF

WORK WANTED: 
Professional painter, interior 
and exterior. 30 + years 
experience, free estimates. 
Call 320-241-0516.—M23TF

FOR RENT: Apartments 
with a view in Long Prairie. 
For immediate or future 
occupancy. Country Club 
Apartments. $650/month, 
with garage $705/month. 
Rent includes cable TV. In-
house laundry, no pets, no 
smoking. References and 
deposit required. Call 1-218-
298-0706, leave name and 
phone number.—M15TF

HELP WANTED: Todd 
County HHS Employment 
Opportunities Todd County 
HHS is looking for reliable, 
service oriented individuals 
to serve the citizens of Todd 
County in the following 
positions: Social Worker 
- Care Coordinator (FT), 
Registered Nurse - Care 
Coordinator (FT), Eligibility 
Worker (FT), Home Health 
Aide (PT). To learn more 
about these openings 
and how to apply, visit 
the offi cial Todd County 
website at https://www.
co.todd.mn.us/. Questions 
can be directed to Todd 
County Administration 320-
732-6155. EOE –M22C

MISC: FREE Golden Retriever 
Puppies to Forever Homes! 
1 Male, 1 Female. Excellent 
temperament! House trained 
with very good trainable 
natures & perfect for families 
with children and other pets!  
I will not re home to just any-
one. Please email me fi rst at: 
staceymcclelland8@gmail.
com and Text (312) 270-0850 
–M29dh

MISC.: Osakis Alcoholics 
Anonymous meetings are 
held on Saturdays at 6 p.m. 
at 1st Presbyterian Church, 
101 W. Oak Street in Osakis. 
–S14TF

MISC.: Buying or selling 
in central and west central 
Minnesota? The Classy 
Canary is a publication that 
will do the job for you! Contact 
the Long Prairie Leader for a 
subscription that will include 
the Classy Canary. $35 in 
Todd County - $40 elsewhere 
in Minnesota or out of state. 
Write or call 320-732-2151.—
TFdh

MISC.: TOPS (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly) meets 
every Tuesday at 9 a.m. at 
the First Baptist Church in 
Long Prairie - 401 4th Street 
S.—TFdh 
MISC.: COLOR, BLACK AND 
WHITE COPIES: In need of 
copies? Stop by the Long 
Prairie Leader - we provide 
quality color and/or black and 
white copies at competitive 
prices. 21 Third St. S., Long 
Prairie, 320-732-2151 or 
email circulation@lpleader.
com.—F17TF

MISC.: A First Instruction in 
the Billings Ovulation Method 

will be offered in: Little Falls 
at the NFP Offi ce in the 
Unity Specialty Center of St. 
Gabriel’s Hospital. For more 
information, or to register, 
contact the Little Falls NFP 
Offi ce at 320-631-5660. Long 
Prairie at St. Mary of Mt. 
Carmel Church. For more 
information, or to register, 
contact Victoria Bulcher at  
vbulcher@marysacc.org or 
320-360-5193. Osakis by 
appointment at St. Agnes 
School. For more information, 
or to register, contact Hollie 
Kulzer at  bhk97@hotmail.
com or 320-859-5864. Sauk 
Centre at CentraCare Health 
– Sauk Centre Hospital. 
For more information, or to 
register, contact Jill Uphus 
at  uphus.nfp@gmail.com or 
320-290-8751. Wadena at 
St. Ann’s Church. For more 
information, or to register, 
contact Victoria Bulcher at 

vbulcher@marysacc.org or
320-360-5193.—TFdh

MISC.: CUSTOM PRINTING:
The Long Prairie Leader
is available for all your
printing needs: letterheads,
envelopes, business forms,
carbonless forms, raffl e
tickets, auction posters,
benefi ts, brochures, business
cards, etc. Free, local
delivery. 21 Third St. S., Long
Prairie, 320-732-2151 or
email circulation@lpleader.
com.—F17TF

MISC.: STAMPS: Self-inking,
notary, date, embossers
and more! Contact the Long
Prairie Leader for all your
stamp needs. 21 Third St. S.,
Long Prairie, 320-732-2151
or email circulation@lpleader.
com.—F17TF



• Abundant Life Coff ee LLC

•Ag-Vanced Crop 

Solutions LLC

• AJ’s Café

Alexandria Lakes Area 

Chamber of Commerce

• Alexandria Technical & 

Community College

• All Star Title and 

Abstract Co. LLC

• Antiques Osakis

• Arvig

• Blast from the Past

• Brother’s Market Osakis

• Brouns Tax & Accounting

• Buck Point Resort

• Buck Tree Service

• Buffi  ngton Chiropractic

• Builders FirstSource

• Centerpoint Energy

• Central Lakes Trikes

• Copper Pines Boarding 

& Training Center

• Corral Saloon and Eatery/

Nelson Off -Sale

• Crooked Willow

• D&H Field Services

• Deluxe Oil Co

• Deb’s Sidewalks Bar & Grill

• Didier Excavating

• Dirty Dog Spa

• Doug Johnson 

Chainsaw Carving

• Douglas County Ag Assoc.

• Echo Press

• Eldred Realty Osakis

• Empower Nutrition

• Erickson’s Petting Zoo

• First National Bank of Osakis

• Fringe Hair Bar

• Galeon

• Glenwood State Bank

• H&R Block

• Head of the Lakes Resort

• Hendricks Insurance 

Agency Inc.

• Hensley Inc

• Holiday Resort

• Ichor Systems

• Integrity Title Inc

• Jack’s Auto Body

• Jacobs Lefse Bakeri

• J Décor 54

• J Wiener Construction LLC

• Johnson Mobile Welding LLC

• KEYL/KXDL Radio

• KIKV-FM/KULO-FM

• Klukken Insurance

• Knight’s Pub & Grub

• KXRA/KX92/Z99

• Radio/VoiceOfAlexandria.com

• Lakes Area Portables & 

Aff ordable Septic Service

• Lakeshore Resort

• Log Cabin Pizza Osakis

• Larson Tree Service

• Marks Welding

• Mid-Minnesota Federal 

Credit Union

• Mid-Minnesota Grinding 

& Mulch

• NAPA Central MN

• Nelson Off -Sale

• Nick’s Auto Repair and 

Exhaust

• Off  Leash K9 Training, 

Central MN

• Osakis Anchor

• Osakis Country Club

• Osakis Creamery Assoc.

• Osakis Family Foods

• Osakis General Store/ 

Guns Galore

• Osakis Lake Association

• Osakis Medical Clinic/Alomere 

Health

• Osakis Municipal 

Liquor Store

• Osakis True Value

• Osakis VFW

• O-Town Tavern

• Panther Distillery

• Precision Roadway 

Services LLC

• Project Pros Construction

• Real Estate by Jo

• Resorters Marine

• Rizzy’s on the Lake

•Rose City Inc.

• Roy-Hetland Funeral Home

• Runestone Heating and AC

• Sauk Centre Herald

• Shrode Concrete

• Stoeckel Jahner Surveying

• Superior Seamless Gutters

• Th e Bowling Barn & Grill

• Th e Hot Rod Shop

• Th rifty White Pharmacy

• Tip Top Dairy Bar

• True Service Heating, 

Cooling & Plumbing

• Ultimate Auto Care

• West Central Sanitation

• Winning Edge Graphics

• Xcel Energy
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 Spon sor ed by the Osakis Chamber  of Com mer ce, Ser vice and Profession al Peop le as a 
Public Ser vice and Com munity Builder  Featur ing Timely Events and Public Inter est Proj ects.
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April 9
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